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INTER “ASIAN AFFAIRS 


JAPANESE ASSURE NEW ZEALAND ANTARCTIC SURVEY ONLY SCIENTIFIC 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 13 Dec 80 p 9 
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AMBASSADOR TO LESANON--The government has decided to accredit concurrently Mr 
Humayun Kabir, «' present Bangladesh ambassador in Tehran, as ambassador to Lebanon, 
according to an official announcement in Dacca on 4 January, reports BSS. [Text] 
[BK130223 Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Jan 81 p 1] 


AMAN CROP PRODUCTION--Production of aman crop in Bangladesh this season is estimated 
to have reached a record peak of 8 million tons. The last biggest aman crop produc- 
tion was recorded at 7.4 million tons in 1978-79. [BK120313 Dacca Overseas Service 
in English 1230 GMT 10 Jan 81] 
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INDIA 


RAO QUESTIONED ON AUSTRALIAN PRESS LEAK 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Dec, 4, -- The Minister for External Affairs, Mr P V Narasimha 
Rao, told the Lok Sabha during question hour today that the Indian High Commissioner 
in Canberra had been in touch with Australian Foreign Office officials over the 
remarks made recently by the Australian High Commissioner in India about the 
functioning of the Government of India, 


The Indian High Commissioner had written to the editor of The Age--which had 
published the remarks--saying that the assesement attributed to the Australian 
diplomat was far from correct, 


Mr Rao was asked by two members whether in a recent despatch appearing in Aus- 
tralian newspapers, the Australian High Commissioner in India had made certain 
remarks about the functioning of the Government, stating that a military type 

of Government was talked about in certain quarters, and, if so, the details thereof 
and the reaction of the Government. 


The External Affairs Minister's reply to the first part was: "Yes, sir", 


To the second part of the question his reply was: “An Australian daily, The Age, 
published an article by one free-lance journalist--Laurie Oakes--on November 6, 
1980, citing excerpts from the despatch (which was apparently leaked to Mr Oakes) 
sent by the Australian High Commissioner in New Delhi, Mr Gorden Noel Upton, 

to his foreign office on October 3, 1980, wherein Mr Upton is alleged to have 
made critical comments on the performance of the Prime Minister since she assumed 
office and alluded to the possibility of a military take-over, 


"It is usual for diplomats to send their assessments to their Governments on the 
situation prevailing in the country to which they are accredited and these assess- 
ments are treated as confidential, The Indian High Commissioner in Canberra has 
been in touch with the Australian Foreign Office officials. He has also written 
a letter to the editor of The Age to show that the assessment attributed to Mr 
Upton was far from correct, 











On November 17, 1980, the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi was informed 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs in Canberra that the Australian Government 
attached the greatest importance to relations between India and Australia, and 
that they were concerned over recent developments, They have since issued an 
official Press release expressing their deep regret for the embarrassment this 
article had caused in particular to the Prime Minister of India, 
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INDIA 


COMMERCE MINISTER ON INDO-SOVIET COOPERATION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Dec 80 Supplement pp 1,2 


"Partners In Trade and 


[Article by Pranab Mukherjee, Minister of Commerce: 
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expand substantially by one-and-a-half to two times by 1980. The joint Indo- 


Soviet declaration signed by Mre Indira Gendhi and Mr Brezhnev made a specific 
mention of this objective, 


The current Trade Agreement for the period 1976-80 was signed in New Delhi on 

the 15th April 1976 and took special note of the objective ‘n the joint Indo- 
Soviet Declaration, The Agreement continues the existing pattern of trading in 
rupees through a single clearing system. The two sides have agreed to facilitate 
participation in trade fairs and exhibitions and to strengthen and expand business 
contacts between Indian trading and industrial organisations and the Soviet Foreign 
Trade Organisations. The Trade Agreement envisages a total trade turnover of 

Rs 5,000 crores during 1976-80, USSR has agreed to take new items like dry core 
cables, wood veneers, etc. The two day trade is likely to reach a figure of 

Rs 1600 crores in 1980, the last year of the Agreement period, which will be 
nearly four times the level reached in 1973 and thus far exceed the objective 

of the Joint Declaration, 
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INDIA 


HOUSE TOLD DETAILS OF NATIONAL SECURITY BILL 
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Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Dec 80 p 7 


[Text | 
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INDIA 


DETAILS OF WORLD BANK LOAN FOR BOMBAY HIGH TOLD 





Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Dee 80 p 6 
[Tex 
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SATHE DEFENDS ALL-INDIA RADIO OBJECTIVITY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Dec 80 p 5 
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INDIA 


ENERGY MINISTER TELLS SIXTH, SEVENTH PLAN AIMS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 6 


[Text] Cochin, November 30 (UNI): India plans to add 20,000 Mw. of power-generating 
capacity during the sixth plan and has identified 27,000 Mw. of new projects for 
the seventh plan period, according to Mr. D.V. Kapoor, secretary, Union ainistry of 
energy. 


Inaugurating a two-day national convention of the Indian Institution of Plant Engi- 
neers, he said an integrated 15-year power plan was also under preparation. 


Mr. Kapoor, however, stressed the vital importance of conservation of energy. Pre- 
dictions indicated that the world oil supplies would peak off by the early nineties 
and then show a declining trend for the next 30 years before finally depleting 
themselves. Large areas remained unexplored. But even if more oil and other fossil 
fuels were discovered, this would only delay the day of reckoning, he said. 


Mr. Kapoor called upon plant engineers to develop and implement an integrated 
approach towards “optimum energy utilisation." 


He said the government was actively engaged in organising an enlarged and modern 
braining programme for operators and engineers in the power supply industry to sort 
out their technical problems. 


The cost of installing one kw. of power together with associated transmission and 
distribution network was roughly Rs. 13,00 and it was therefore unforgivable to com- 
promise with inefficient operation, he pointed out. 


Mr. Kapoor said that at the present level of electricity consumption, conservation 
of ten per cent of electricity could reduce the capacity requirement by about 2,000 
Mw. leading to a saving in investment of over Rs. 1,000 crores apart from substan- 
tial recurring savings in the consumption of fuel. 


This meant that 8,000 million units of energy could be saved and made available to 
overcome power shortages experienced in the country. 


Mr. Kapoor asked power engineers to identify such possibilities in existing indus- 
tries and to pursue their implementation. 


ll 














He suggested better insulation, installation of waste-heat boilers, improved bear- 
ings and « system of “energy audit" as some methods to achieve significant energy 
savings. 


About 150 delegates from all over the country were attending the convention. 
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INDIA 


DELHI APPROVES MANIPUR SIXTH PLAN OUTLAY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Dec 80 p 5 
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INDIA 


OFFICIAL RELEASE ON CPI(M)-RSS CLASHES NOTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 28 Nov 80 p 1 


[Text]) Trivandrum, Nov. 27. The leaders of the CPI-M and the RSS, at a conference 
convened by the Chief Minister here on Wednesday night, agreed to help in restoring 
peace in Tellicherry and other places in the State but, according to reports reach- 
ing State headquarters, clashes erupted in Tc .iicherry this morning too, resulting 
in the death of one gore RSS man. 


The conference with the Chief Minister ss preceded by talks between RSS leaders and 
the marxist Home Minister, Mr. T.K. Ramakrishnan. The RSS leaders are reported to 
have expressed fear that the police was in league with the CPI-M in the latter's 
“operation wipe-out" launched against the RSS. 


The Home Minister is understood to have assured the leaders that neither the 
CPI-M nor the Government believed in physical confrontation and that violence, from 
whichever quarter, would be put down without fear or favour. 


The RSS leaders later met the Chief Minister. The Home Minister and three repre- 
sentatives of the CPI-M were also present then. The Chief Minister urged both sides 
to desist from continuing the physical clashes and promised impartial action while 
dealing with cases of violence. 


Both the RSS and CPI-M leaders told the Chief Minister tl.st they would impress upon 
their ranks to give up the path of violence. Since this would take a couple of 
days, they suggested that the police vigil be stepped up. The Chief Minister par- 
ticularly expressed his appreciation of the gesture of cooperation from the RSS 
leaders. 


Meanwhile, the Government in an official release described as "exaggerated" reports 
in a section of the press on the political clashes in the State. The release re- 
iterated the claim that political clashes had been on the decline since the LDF 
Government came to power in January last. 


The release added: “As a result of the 343 clashes had taken place in different 
parts of the State since January 25, 1980, 187 CPI-M workers have been injured. Also 
injured were 138 RSS workers and 17 others. Of those killed in these clashes nine 
belonged to the CPI-M and six to the RSS. 


14 











"In Tellicherry where the largest number of clashes had taken place, the number of 
RSS men responsible for the clashes was 82 and that of the CPI-M workers 60. The 
number of victims was 75 CPI-M workers and 60 RSS workers. What is clear from these 
facts and figures is that these clashes do not denote either the strength or weak- 
ness of the organisations. On the contrary, they prove that all sections have 
suffered losses. 
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INDIA 


INFORMATION MINISTER SPEAKS TO PRESS IN BANGALORE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] Bangalore, November 30: The alternative to the present government is chaos, 
the Union minister for information and broadcasting, Mr. Vasant Sathe, said here 
today. 


He said by supporting the farmers' agitation and the agitation against the price 
rise at the same time “you will be pushing the country towards anarchy." 


Participating in a "meet the press" programme of the Karnataka Union of Working 
Journalists, Mr. Sathe said the only force that one could see around was the ailitary 
force. But was there any country where the military had taken over and democracy 
thrived, he asked. 


He said he could understand enlightened and constructive criticism. "But for heaven's 
sake, do not encourage anarchy and destabilisation." 


Mr. Sathe justified the national security ordinance which was aimed at checking anti- 
social elements and economic offenders. No one in a democracy had a right to up- 
root rail tracks or destroy public property. If the government brought in a measure 
to check such activities, “are you going to make a hue and cry in the name of indi- 
vidual freédom?" 


No Censorship 


Mr. Sathe said there would be no press censorship. There was not a single act of 
his ministry so far to bring pressure on the press. Yet what was the situation? 
There was an attempt to shake the confidence of the people in measures taken by the 
government to control anti-social and lawless elements, he said. 


He referred to reports of the blinding of undertrial prisoners by the police in Bihar. 
He had no doubt that this would be dealt with firmly and the guilty would be punished. 
But if the press played it up, it would demoralise the police force. 


Mr. Sathe criticised the tendency in a section of the press to publish news without 
verification and then publish the contradiction without giving it the same impor- 
tance as the original story. He had been trying to be fair to the press, but he 
himself had been misquoted "deliberately." 
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INDIA 


MORARJI DESAI HOLD DELHI PRESS CONFERENCE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Dec 80 p 13 
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INDIA 


MARXIST LEADERS DISC JSS PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text ] San, December 5. 
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INDIA 


SOUTHERN NAXALITES HOLD SECRET CONVENTION 


Bombay THE TIMFS OF INDIA in English 6 Dec 80 p 9 





TRIVANDRUM, December 5. , 
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among the siudenis by cultural ard 
poimical . 

At present, 2): Student ormaiusa- 
tions. particularly om Kerala. are con- 
trolled by political pares which are 
oppased to the Naxaife. 

The Naxaices are reported io have 
decided nol 40 expose themselves too 
much to the pouce who were on the 


olfensive 'o a)! the southern sates. 
Propaganda must precede acuop, the 
Naxaities felt. 

The convemion concluded that the 
poliical situation ww the coupiry a3 6 
whole was sopropriate for th: move- 
roent to spread. The deepening econo- 
morc cists and disenchamtment of the 


pette with almow ali ibe political 
patie, would ¢ conducive to ine 
spread’ of the eivemaet pointe: phi- 
lasopay. 

A though there 4 no forma! bao 
op the Naxaiites in soy part of the 
country. the leaders of the movement 
fet that repressive measures had been 
lauoched agains them by tbe police. 
The police action in Tamil Nadu 
proved this. 

The only way to keep the police 
off the Naxalile track, the leaders f2k, 
was to confine the activiiies to open 
propaganda. The cesential message o/ 
the propaganda would, however, be 
the qimination of ail vested imeresis 
by mass actioa. 

The Naxaiiies have been encourag- 
ing the show of a Chinese film, 
“From victory to viciory”, in theatres 
io Kerala. The censor board had 
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DETAILS OF GANDHI 30 NOV PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 pp 1, 9 
[Article by K. Vikram Rao: “Pak Build-Up May Figure in Talke") 


[Text] Rae Bareli, Nov. 30. The issue of Pakistan building up ite war machine may 
figure prominently at the high-level Indo-Soviet talks on Monday, when the Soviet 
President, Mr. Leonid Brezhnev, arrives in New Delhi on a state visit. 


This was indicated here today by the Prime Minister, Mre. Indira Gandhi, at a press 
conference. Earlier Mre. Gandhi said at a rally of Congress (I) and Youth Congress 
(1) workers that a threat of war had emerged. She added: “There is no reason for 

a war to break out. Still we shall have to prepare ourselves to face it." After 
every war India had emerged stronger, she said, recalling the 1971 Bangladesh victory. 


Mrs. Gandhi's remarks came 48 hours after the disclosure by the external affairs 
minister, Mr. Narsimha Rao, in the Rajya Sabha that Pakistan had frequently violated 
Indian air space and the United States, China and Saudi Arabia had supplied arm 

to Pakistan. 


Asked if she proposed to discuss the issue with the Soviet President, the Prime 
Minister told newsmen that this would be a topic of discussion and gutual interest. 
Asked if she would review the offer of a no-war treaty with Pakistan, Mre. Gandhi 
said: “We had made such an offer in the past and Pakistan had turned it down. Why 
again?” 


When a newsman drew her attention to the reported statement by the Chinese vice- 
premier that Sino-Indian talks on the border issue could be held despite the fact 
that some Indian territory was under Chinese occupation, Mre. Gandhi replied that 
she favoured negotiations. 


Mre. Gandhi ruled out any change in the leadership of the U.P. Congress(I) ministry 


in the wake of reported criticism by party MPs of the style of administration of 
the chief minister, Mr. Vishwanath Pratap Singh. 


"The press reports of ay party MPs' meeting were not accurate. Not a single MP 
or MLA of ay party ever complained to me against the U.P. government,” she said. 


pposition Flayed 


Mr. Vishwanath Pratap Singh was present when she told newsmen that perhaps the only 
issue was that the chief minister could not give time to some party MPs who sought 








an appointment with him during hie recent vieit to New Delhi. “He (Mr. V.P. Singh) 
was busy with the planning commission. Hence he could not meet them", she remarked, 


Asked about the role played by opposition parties in national development, Mra. Gandli 
remarked: "They are irresponsible." Earlier she said at the Rae Bareli development 
seminar, that opposition parties had launched the so-called kisan agitation for a 
higher sugarcane price, 


She stated: "When they were in power, the standing sugarcane crop was burnt down 
by cultivators because of low cane prices. We raised the cane price to Re. 20 a 
quintal.” 


The Prime Minister said she would not be cowed down by such threats of agitation. 
"I have never given anything under duress." She ridiculed the Lok Dal and other 
opposition parties, which campaigned for higher sugarcane prices for growers on the 
one hand and demanded sugar at a lower price on the other. 


Inflation Checked 


Mrs. Gandhi held the opposition parties responsible for destroying the country's 
economic infrastructure, particularly in the sphere of industry. She reminded them 
that huge amount of government money wasted on meeting the agitation threat could 
well be used in schemes for helping agriculturists. 


In a passing reference to yesterday's violent incidents in Allahabad, Mrs. Gandhi 
said students who complained of shortage of buses tried to set fire to buses in 
protest. 


About the price situation she said at the seminar that the Union finance minister, 
Mr. R. Venkatraman, had told her that there was a rise of 23 per cent in the price 
level during the Lok Dal regime. Now it was only 13 per cent. 


She said the phenomenon of high prices was the result of the damage done to the 
national economy by the previous Janata and Lok Dal regimes and the Iraq-Iran war, 
which affected o11 supply. 


Mrs. Gandhi said in Nigeria a stretch of desert had been developed into a green 
belt through large-scale plantation of neem trees. This had been conveyed to her 
by the Indian envoy in Nigeria. 


Mrs. Gandhi gave a new slogan: to the nation: “Grow one plant for every child." 
She said usar (arid) land could be reclaimed by growing plants requiring less water 
and using chemical fertiliser. 


She later addressed another seminar on development at Amethi, a constituency repre- 
sented by the late Sanjay Gandhi. The Prime Minister was accompanied by Mr. 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh, and the MP from Rae Bareli, Mr. Arun Nehru. Ministers 

of the U.P. cabinet were also present to take any on-the-spot decisions that might 
have to be taken in regard to development schemes in the district. 


Stressing the need for the people's involvement to make development plans a success, 
Mrs. Gandhi commended the Haryana experiment. She said: “In Haryana the government 
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took one single project every year, like irrigation, road repair and link roads, 
and completed it before taking up another scheme. With the result, the state de- 
veloped from a backward state into a highly advanced state." 


Addressing the seminar in Amethi, Mra. Gandhi broke down while referring to her 
son, Sanjay Gandhi, who had launched development schemes in backward Amethi. 


Human Resources 


Mrs. Gandhi pleaded for harnessing human resources for accelerating the growth 
rate. Accusing the opposition parties of impeding the nation's march to progress, 
the Prime Minister said agitations merely diverted one's attention from important 
economic projects. 


She said with the ofl crisis becoming sharper people would have to resort to other 
energy sources. Solar energy could be one. “In ay own household we have been 
using solar energy for heating water,” she said. 


Mrs. Gandhi declared that freedom fighters would get more benefits. The U.P. chief 
minister stated that all freedom-fighters in the state would now get Re. 100 a month. 


PTI adds: Mre. Gandhi said that she would not decide whether Mr. Rajiv Gandhi should 
contest a Lok Sabha by-election. “Who am I to decide," she remarked at a press 
conference. 


It was the Congress (I) parliamentary board alone which would decide who should 
contest an election from where, she added. 


New Delhi (PTI): The Prime Minister, Mre. Indira Gandhi, returned here after a two- 
day tour of Uttar Pradesh. 
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INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ‘RIDDEN WITH DISCONTENT’ 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Dec. 2.--The Research and Analyete Wing, which was viewed with 
awe and even with a certain amount of dread till recently, has surfaced as a dis- 
content-ridden agency. This, at least, is the impression one gets after the recent 
incidents involving men and officers of the organization in the capital. 


As is natural in such a situation, when the spotlight is turned on a secret service 
organization, there is embarrasement all round. 


While much has already been said about the immediate cause of the recent trouble, 
senior officials feel if the staff of such an organization resort to agitation the 
service gets demoralized. 


What is more sinister, for the information-gathering sources at home and abroad, 

is that the agitationists have named some of the officers. Once the names and 
areas of responsibilities of the officers, even some of them, are revealed, the 
cover is lost. The gainers invariably are the counter-espionage agencies of foreign 
countries, particularly Pakistan and China. 


Officials say that any intense spotlight on RAW would do the organization incalculable 
harm. And it is not the same things as, say, the exposes on the CIA which has, 

over the years built up a lot of resilience. RAW, on the other hand, despite its 
despicable though brief involvement in gathering domestic intelligence, is truly 

RAW in many respects. 





The organization was formed in September, 1968 by bifurcating the Intelligence Bureau 
with officers and men working on foreign intelligence being transferred to the new 
agency. In its anxiety to build up the administrative infrastructure quickly the 
agency recruited a number of officers and men at different levels, not being very 
particular about their age group and other such criteria. The pre-Bangladesh situa- 
tion resulted in gore recruitment of a similar type. 


When the Desai Government assumed power in 1977, it viewed RAW with a lot of suspicion 
because of its involvement in domestic intelligence. The organization was put on a 
massive reduction diet, which meant lesser avenues of promotion. 


The Haphazard recruitments and the sudden choking of promotional avenues have been 
the twin major causes of discontent. The authorities are reported to have resorted 
to a lot of permutation and combination to ease the situation at least partially. 





Staff councils were formed in various regions and an apex council at the headquarters 
in July last year. After a series of meetings the council made 41 recommendations 

of which 18 were implemented. Seven recommendations were rejected as not feasible. 
The others are in different stages of implementation. 


Impartial observers feel that while the genuine grievances of the ataff should be 
attended to, any involvement by politicians in the name of taking up the employees’ 
causes would, in the long run, destroy the organization. 


RAW employees of cabinet secretariat continued their pen-down etrike for the sixth 
day today, adds PTI. 


The employees have been demanding withdrawal of criminal prosecution and suspension 
of 32 employees. 


Meanwhile, large police forces have been deployed outside the multi-storey RAW 


building in south Delhi as a “precautionary”, measure and to prevent law and order 
problem, police sources said. 
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INDIA 


INTELLIGENCE FEARS 'FOREIGN' DANGER IN ASSAM 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Dec 80 p 9 


(Text) The Army intelligence feels that the Centre gust find an early solution to 
the Assam problem if certain foreign Powers are to be prevented from taking advan- 
tage of the situation in the strategically vulnerable areas in the North-east. The 
possibility of certain foreign powers being already interested in the area cannot 
be ruled out, it added. 


Senior officials of the Eastern Command said in Calcutta on Monday that the North- 
eastern States, such as Manipur, Tripura, Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh 
had only a 700 km border with the mainland. India, as compared with a 3,400—km-long 
border they had with the neighbouring countries. 


The officials feel that the police and para-military forces are in a position to 

deal with the disturbances in Assam though the presence of the Army is also re- 
quired. The direct involvement of the Army in Assam now consists only in guarding 
some oil installations and pipelines. The official sources did not rule out the 
possibility of violent incidents in Assam if the Government took some strong measures, 
but did not think that there was any fear of the movement going underground and the 
growth of insurgency. 


The growth of insurgency was likely to occur when a supply of foreign arms and aid 
was available and the insurgents found a safe sanctuary in an adjoingin foreign 
territory. The problem in Manipur had been aggravated by the State's proximity to 
Burma. The insurgents could cross over and seek refuge in Burmese territory. The 
Army was handicapped by the nature of the terrain at the Burmese border and it was 
difficult for them to seal the border. 


The Army officials fear that violent incidents will continue in Manipur. They cite 
the instances of Nagaland and Mizoram. It is believed, however, that the Army will 
be in a position to declare the situation in Manipur to be “under control” by the 
middle of January next year. This will mean that there will be no open terrorist 
activity, that the insurgents will not be in a position to do what they like and 
threaten people. 


The Army is proceeding gradually to control the situation in Manipur. A few arrests 
are made every day. The deputy commander of the PLA, Mr Ranjeet Singh, has already 
been arrested. It has been estimated that there are about 40 hard-core PLA ele- 
ments in Manipur with about 400 followers. The Army has succeeded in arresting 
several of these hard-core elements. The activities of PREPAK, they say is already 
under control. The PLA, however, is reportedly training new recruits. 
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The official sources ruled out the possibility that arms and weapons controlled by 
the Army were finding their way to the insurgents in Manipur, They agreed, however, 
that there was a thriving market in arms mainly rifles. Weapons used in Nagaland 
and Mizoram fetch a high price in Manipur. Mortars that the ineurgents use are said 
to be old ones which activists who had gone to Lhasa for training had brought with 
them. 


Following the resumption of duty by the employees of Oil-India on Saturday the Army 
engineers have stopped pumping oil through the pipeline from Jorhat to Barauni. 

The employees of the O11 and Natural Gas Commission were, however, yet to resume 
duty. Army engineers were manning the installations of the ONGC and carrying out 
the collection and conditioning of o11. They were hauling out oil from wells and 
storing it in overhead tanks. 


The Army was told to flush the oil accumulated in the pipeline for over 10 months. 
It was feared that the oil inside the 7-30-km long pipeline would become stagnant 
and damage the pipeline. The Army engineers flushed out more than 90,000 kilolitres 
of oil from the pipeline and pumped in fresh oil. They also lifted oil from wells 
at the ONGC installations at Jorhat, but did not lift oil from the 011 India instal- 
lations, for the machinery there was too sophisticated to be handled with only a 
few weeks' training. The flushing operation started on November 3 and lasted for 
23 days. 


At present, some Army units were guarding the pipeline along with police and para- 
military forces. Though the Oil India employees have resumed duty oil is not being 
pumped out of Assam. The total storage capacity of ofl in the tanks in Assam is 
about 75,000 kilolitres. The tanks would be full if the Army continued its collec- 
tion and conditioning operations for another week the official sources said. 
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INDIA 


CIRCULATION OF INDIAN DAILIES INCREASES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Dec 80 p 5 


{Text} The circulation daily newspapers in India for the first time crossed the 
one crore mark in 1977 reports UNI. 


The circulation was estimated at 10,472,000 in 1977 as against 9,383,000 in 1976-- 
an increase of 14.3 per cent. 


Thies has been stated in ‘Press in India 1978', which was laid on the table of the 
Lok Sabha on Tuesday. The registrar of newspapers for India is required under the 
press and registration of books act to present a report on the state of papers to 
Parliament every year. 


The total number of newspapers in the country rose from 13,320 in 1976 to 14,531 
in 1977. The circulation of newspapers increased from 4,075 copies in 1976 to 


37,437,000 copies in 1977, representing--a growth of 9.9 per cent. 


Hindi continues to have the largest number of newspapers 3,736 but English news- 
papers, with a circulation of 90 lakh copies, continued to lead. Bengali had the 
distinction of having the highest circulated daily as a single edition. 


Maharashtra had the largest number of newspapers, followed by Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, 
West Bengal, and Tamilnadu. Out of 14,531 newspapers, 9073 were owned by individuals. 


Out of 14,531 newspapers in the country, 929 were dailies and 4,225 weeklies. 


As many as 1,210 newspapers began publication in 1977. Of these 430 were in Hindi, 
166 in English and 124 in Bengali and rest in other languages. The newspapers were 
published in 68 languages and dialects. 


There are 23 newspapers which are being published for more than 100 years and 300 
are more than 50 years old. 


Among big newspapers, 53 were dailies and tri/bi-weeklies. There were 94 medium 
and 499 emall dailies including tri-bi-weeklies. 


In circulation, emall newspapers had the largest share with 41.1 per cent, followed 
by big newspapers with 40.6 per cent. Medium newspapers claimed the remaining 18.3 
per cent. 
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‘Individuals’ continued to be predominant unit of ownership. As many as 9073 or 
52,4 per cent of the total. Newspapers published in 1977 were owned or 37.6 per 
cent belonged to by ‘individuals’ Remaining 5,458 societies/associations firms part- 
nerships, joint stock companies and the Government, among others. 


Central and State Governments accounted for 516 newspapers, including one daily. 
Of these 286 belonged to Central Government and the rest to various State Governments. 
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INDIA 


EDITORIAL SCORES 'BARBARISM' IN BIHAR 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Dec 80 p 8 
[Editorial: “Barbarism in Bihar") 


[Text] That the quality of certain features of life in Bihar falls rather short of 
civilized canons was evident last year when the Supreme Court found it necessary to 
order the State Government to release hundreds of prisoners who had already languished 
in jail far longer than they would have been imprisoned even if awarded the maximum 
sentences for the offences with which they had been accused, but never tried. But 

not even persistent violation of legal morality offered reason to suspect the authori- 
ties in Bihar of the kind of brutality that has now been exposed. The Chief Minis- 
ter's plea that 15 police officials have been suspended for "negligence" cannot 
exonerate an administration that, in certain respects, seems as barbaric as it is 
callous; nor does Mr Jagannath Mishra gain much by arguing that 31, not 87 prisoners 
were blinded. The cruelty would have been as heinous, and the Government's guilt 

as ineradicable, even if a single man had been deprived of his eyesight. It is 
pointless, perhaps, to dwell on human aspects of this tragedy in a State whose norms 
so often violated ordinary notions of decency. But all the evidence suggests a de- 
gree of criminal complicity that demands the Centre's instant investigation if India 
is to preserve any self-respect as a modern nation. 


The Chief Minister's present not very convincing display of concern, for instance, 
should not distract attention from the fact that he tried for as long as it was 
possible to make out that the victims were blinded by villagers in "encounters be- 
fore their arrest". No less culpable was the cavalier attitude of the State Home 
Secretary who not only took no notice of the Bhagalpur Central Jail Superintendent's 
report confirming the outrage, but sought to justify official callousness by arguing 
that Patna receives “thousands of reports from all over Bihar every day". Given 
this implicit condonation at the highest levels of State administration, it might 

be morally wrong to punish only those who were directly responsible for the atroci- 
ties. Nevertheless, the pattern that appears to have emerged calls for detailed 
inquiry into the methods of the police force, especially in the five thanas of 
Bhagalpur district where the crimes seem to have been committed over a period of 

ten months. The sequence appears to be to accuse men of dacoity and haul them to 
the police station where they are first beaten up, their eyes then punctured and 
finally, their faces disfigured with acid. No question of justice or even of main- 
taining order is even remotely relevant to such enormities. It also goes without 
saying that people who are able to gratify corrupt officials are spared the treat- 
ment. The final irony is that such brutality might neyer have come to light if 

jail personnel had not applied for additional staff to escort blinded prisoners. 
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Horror over these revelations must, admittedly be tempered with the awareness that 
atrocities are a feature of India's prison life. Inhuman congestion, the frequent 
absence of basic sanitation facilities and the resultant squalor neither indicate, 
hor encourage, respect for people who may have fallen foul of the law even if no 
attempt is ever made to establish their guilt. But indifference is also compounded 
by the cynicism of legal officials, policemen and warders, all of whom distort the 
corrective system into a vindictive one. Bihar is by no means the only State where 
prisoners are bullied, deprived of their rights and subjected to various forms of 
savage treatment. But nothing quite so repugnant as the Bhagalpur outrage has ever 
before been reported. It is a sombre reflection not only on Bihar's police and 
civil service, but also on the political leadership and social climate of a State 
that not only perpetrates such evil but tries to cover it up until confronted with 
irrefutable evidence. 
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INDIA 


INTUC WARNS SIXTH PLAN MUST AID 300 MILLION POOR 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] Udaipur, November 30 (PTI), The Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC) 
today warned of a "law and order problem" if the sixth plan failed to provide basic 
amenities to the over 300 million people who were still below the poverty line. 


The INTUC, currently holding its 22nd session here, pointed out that the “impressive 
record of achievements during the last 30 years was insufficient to meet the increas- 
ing demands." 


Unemployment had increased, prices had gone up, inflation was running high and com 
munal tensions continued, felt over 3,000 delegates, including a dozen from foreign 
countries. 


The INTUC said disparities in income and earnings between sections of the population 
and between rural and urban sectors were widening and above all the people's moral 
fibre was gradually “weakening”. 


The Union communications minister, Mr. C.M. Stephen, and the minister for civil avia- 
tion and tourism, Mr. A.P. Sharma, who is also president of the INTUC, are also 
attending the session. 


The INTUC session also expressed "deep concern" over the increasing signs of Naxalite 
activities, which were reflected in the “indiscriminate violence and killings." 


It, however, pointed out that an analysis would show that all this was a manifesta- 
tion of the “twin problems of poverty and unemployment”. The INTUC felt that it was, 
therefore, imperative that the eighties should become a “different and new decade." 


"Moral values will have to be restored so that instead of mutual suspicion, mutual 
conflict and mutual rivalry we open up a new era of mutual trust, mutual service 
and mutual co-operation," the INTUC appealed. 


Mr. Sharma, in his presidential address, appealed to the people, particularly the 
labour class, to help the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, solve the formidable 


problems left by the Janata and the caretaker governments earlier. 


He said the new government was faced with an economy which was ina mess. “Prices 
had soared high beyond the limit. The rate of inflation was beyond comprehension 


and unemployment was unmanageable," he said. 
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INDIA 


HISTORY OF INTUC SUPPORT FOR GANDHI REVIEWED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Dec 80 p? 


[Article by T, E, R. Simhan: "INTUC Links With Cong.(I) Strengthened" ] 





yn 


i bullets ul 


int 


| berate Hak! TF a4 | Hits 


ie rift Eid: atl Eh i 

(te a “taf pti 

i ie ph it 
cam 


ag? fart 
i Dea ate lt 
ee peed rabeaiens shi staglifyit 


ax 
agli 


a 
ff 


i ne 
cilih 
‘ei lind ng 


tt 


itl 
i ae ligate AT HI 


mes ema 


Tae 
i 
lie if He bag 


Pisayyl? bi 


aye i 


il 


Ey it 


ct : i 





32 








i Hit: be aH ‘ y siges ai 87 eallteagal 

i ae hint te F ‘i fs Lid a 5 rH 

i al | : : ie st 
, 4 if 

ae ae 


te 455 hts HTT 


a it? 165 ' a 
ue iin! at ly f 


hee 


isi Hr i aalil Oa tap: i ibs 
iid Pi daableatyiuiaeit tt iit 





4220 


cso: 


33 








CLOSING DAY OF INTUC CONVENTION REPORTED 


Marked by ‘Angry Speeches’ 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Dec 80 p 7 


[Text] Zawar Mines (Udaipur), Dec. 2. The concluding session of the 22nd convention 
of the INTUC was marked by angry speeches against the rising prices. It was felt 
that resolutions alone could sot solve the problem. 


Some of the delegates went to the extent of saying that the price level today was 
much higher than that during the Janata regime and that the present ministers were 
in conclusion with the traders. While another felt that it was not sufficient to 
say that Mre Indira Gandhi was worried about the situation. 


The INTUC out going President and the Union Minister for Tourism Mr A P Sharma who 
was presiding over the session clarified the position. 


Mr Sharma said that the prices of sugar had gone up because of the previous govern- 
ment had not handled the situation properly, with the result that the production 
of sugar cane had gone down. But he expected the price of sugar to decrease once 
the present harvest came in the market. 


Earlier general secretary Ramanujas while presenting his report said the problems of 
unemployment, price rise economic disparity inflation, and welfare of the workers 
had assumed new dimensions. He demanded a greater role for the workers in the 
economic planning of the country he asserted that trade union should also be modern- 
ised. The trade union movements should not stop at the gates of the factory and 
industries, he added. 


He gave a call to deal with the problem of unemployment on a war footing. Mr Rama- 
nujam expressed concern over the under utilisation of capacity in the key industries. 
He felt unless these industries were properly managed low industrial growth and a 
poor production level were bound to be there. 


Replying to a question Mr Sharma revealed that the INTUC wanted to implement the 
Rath Committee report for the time being till connection were made in it. 


He also made it clear that he stood for productivity linked bonus policy. He also 
subscribed to the idea of Workers representation on the Planning Commission. 








Officialea Elected 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Dec 80 p 15 


[Text] Udaipur, December 2 (PTI): Me N. K. Bhat was yesterday unanimously elected 
president of the INTUC for 1980-81. Mr. A. G. Ramanujan was re-elected general 
secretary. 


Mr. V. R. Hoshing of Maharashtra president of the Rashtriya Mill Mazdoor Sangh, was 
elected treasurer. The election was held at the general council meeting of the 
INTUC which concluded its two-day session here last night. 


The council also elected seven vice-presidents. They are Mr. Kanti Mehta (Bihar), 
Mr. Subroto Mukherjee (Bengal), Mr. V.P. Marakkar (Kerala), Mr. 8.G. Gopal (Bihar), 
Mr. A. T. Bhosle (Bombay), Mr. 5. Sanjiva Reddy (Andhra Pradesh) and Mr. K. P. 
Tripathi (Aseam). It also elected a 4l-member working committee, 
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ANDHRA PRADESH CABINET EXPANDED TO RECORD 61 

New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Dec 80 pp 1, 7 

[Text] Hyderabad, Dec 2 (UNI) Andhra Pradesh today set « new Indian record for 

the largest Council of Ministers as the etrength of the Anjiah Ministry rose to 61 
with the induction of 16 Ministers of Cabinet rank and 2? Ministers of State. 
Thirty-seven Ministers were sworn in this evening, raising the strength of the 
Ministry to 60. Half an hour later, the figure went up to 61 with the swearing in 

of one more Minister of State. 

Governor K C Abraham, administered the oath of office and secrecy to the new entrants. 
The Ministry now comprises 39 Ministers of Cabinet rank and 22 Ministers of State. 


The Chief Minister told newsmen that he might add one or two in order to ensure 
representation to all districts. 


ARC Limit Exceeded 


By having a Ministry of 61, Mr Anjiah has far exceeded the prescribed limit of 10 
per cent of the combined strength of Assembly and Council suggested by the Admini- 
strative Reforms Commission. Even so, Khammam district has gone unrepresented 
while seven Ministers hail from Guntur district. 


When the Channa Reddy Ministry bowed out of office, it had a strength of only 27. 
Among the 38 sworn-in today was Mr M A Aziz, president of the APCC-I. 

There was a last minute change in the list of Ministers of State from the one 
announced to the press earlier by Mr Anjiah. While Mr G Vedantha Rao found himself 
included Mr Venkateswara Rao whose name appeared in the first list was omitted. 


However, half an hour later Mr Venkateswara Rao was the 38th to be sworn-in as a 
Minister of State. 


The following Ministers were sworn in today: 


Ministers of Cabinet rank: E Ayyappa Reddy, M A Aziz, Chebrolu Hanumiah, M M Hashim, 
C Jagannathrao, N Janardhan Reddy, Mrs T Lakshmikanthagma, M Manik Rao, D Munuswamy, 
R Ramalinga Rao, K Rosiah, WN Srinivasulu Reddy, Bhattam Sriramamurthy, G V Sudhakar 
Rao, Sangeetham Venkatreddy and G Vedantha Rao. 








Ministers of State: § Alwar Das, T bala Goud, N Chandrababu Naidu, PF Janardhan Reddy, 
K E Krishnamurthy, G Nageewara Rao, N Narasappa, K UVapiah, C H Parasurama Naidu, 
Gyana Prakasa Rao, © Rajanarasim@ha, Y § Rajasekhar Reddy, Goka Ramaswamy, D Ravindra 
Naik, Mre 8 Rukmuni Devi, K Sathyanarayana Raju, M Srinivasa Rao, Majji Tuleidar, 
P Venkatrao, Mra M. N. Vijayalakehmidevi, K.V Krishna Reddy and Mr Venkateswara Rao. 


Twelve former Ministers are back in the Cabinet with te inclusion of Mr N Janardhan 
Reddy, Mr M M Hashim and Mr K Rosiah, all those in the Channa Reddy Minietry, barring 
four are in Mr Anjiah's Cabinet. 


The Chief Minister also set a new record by including four women in hie team, two 
of them with Cabinet rank. 


There are n all 27 Ministers belonging to the minorities, backward classes, scheduled 
castes and tribes. There are three Muslims and two Christians. 


Thirty-four of the 61 Ministers hail from the Andhra region and the remaining from 
Telangana. 


Return to Cabinet 


Also back in the Cabinet are three of the seven Ministers dropped by Dr Channa 
Reddy in May 1979--Mesers M. Manik Rao, G. V. Sudhakarrao and 8 Venkat Reddy~--and 
Mr G Ramaswamy who resigned from Channa Reddy Ministry in March 1979. 


Six new faces among the New Cabinet Ministers include PCC-I president M.A. Aziz 
chairman of Coastal Andhra regional planning and development committee, G. Vendan- 
tharao, Mre T Lakehmikanthagma, Mesers. E. Ayyapu Reddy C. Jagannadharao and N 
Srinivasui Reddy. 


Four other ex-Ministers staging a come-back are: Messrs Ch. Hanumayya D. Muniswamy, 
R Ramalinga Raju, Bhattam Sreeramamurthy and C. Rajanarasimha (Minister of State). 


Two Parliamentary Secretaries have been promoted to the Rank of Minister of State. 
They are: Mr K E Krishna Murthy and Mr D Ravindra Naik. 
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VACANCIES IN CENTER, STATE ASSEMBLIES NOTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Dec, 2.<-Nineteen seats are vacant in the Lok Saba, two in the 
Rajya Sabha and 30 in State Assemblies, the Lok Sabha was told during question 
hour today. Of the vacancies in the Lok Sabha, 12 are from Asean. 


Elections seate from Assam, it was stated in a written reply to a question, were 
to be held “after the situation in the State is normalized. 


There was one vacancy from Meghalaya Election to it was to be held “only after the 
issue of foreign nationals is settled". 


There were five vacancies from Uttar Pradesh and one from West Bengal. These seats 
had become vacant during the past few sonthes. 


As for the Rajya Sabha, one vacancy was from Delhi and it was caused by retirement. 
The biennial election to fill it would be held “after the election to the Metro- 
politan Council of Delhi". The second was a “casual vacancy" from Andhra Pradesh. 


The vacancies in Legislative Assemblies were: Andhra Pradesh--2, Assam--2, Bihar--4, 
Himachal Pradesh--2, Manipur--1, Meghalaya--2, Tripura--3, Uttar Pradesh--7 and 
West Bengal--7. Wo decision had been taken to hold by elections till now. 


The question, a starred one requiring oral answer, evoked a volley of supplementaries. 


Mr. Shivraj Patil, Minister of State, who replied on behalf of the Law Minister 
repeatedly refuted, by implication, the charge that the Election Commission was 
prepared to hold some of those by-elections but that it was under pressure from 
the Government not to do so. 


Mr. Patil, kept saying that the commission was an independent body under the Consti- 
tution, it was strictly for it to take whatever decision had to be taken, and there 
was no question of anyone directing it ome way or another. The only factor influ- 
encing commission in reaching a decision was the “prevailing situation" Mr Patil 
added. 


The answer did not convince several members, most of them from West Bengal. Mr. 
Niren Ghosh (CPI-M) pointed out that some by-elections had been announced and then 
cancelled on instructions from the Centre. 











Mr Indrajit Gupta (CPI) had a very pertinent question to ask: If the commission was 
an independent entity, how was it that questions relating to it were admitted for 
anewering and a Minister actually anewered them? “He should not take it upon him 
self to anewer thea." 


Mr Balram Jakhar, Speaker, told hia: "I shall look into it." 


In a written reply to another question whether it was a fact that some by-elections 
in some States had been postponed, the Government said: “Under Section 149 and 
Section 150 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, when the seat of a member 
elected to the House of the People/Legislative Assembly of a State, becomes vacant 
or is declared vacant or his election to the House of the People/Legislative Assembly 
is declared void, the Election Commission shall subject to the provisions of sub- 
section (2) thereof, by a notification in the Gazette of India, call upon the 
Parliamentary constituency/Assembly constituency concerned to elect a person for 

the purpose of filling the vacancy so caused before such date as may be specified 

in the notification. The Election Commission has not so far issued the notification 
for holding by-elections in some States." 








GOVERNMENT REVISES ROAD DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 13 
[Article by Mavin Kurve: "Policy Switch in Nepal Road Development" | 


[Text] Kathmandu, November 30. After six friendly nations, including India, have 
helped build 2,500 km. of roads in the last 25 years in Nepal, the Nepalese govern- 
ment has been forced, by economic considerations, to review and partly reverse its 
own road development policy. 


Informed sources say that the unexpected change has been prompted by the high annual 
cost of repair and maintenance, low utilisation of highways and above all, the 
spiralling costes of fuel, on the one hand, and of road construction material on the 
other. (Both fuel and construction material are imported) . 


Programmes for the next five years lay greater stress on trek trails, mule trails, 
suspension bridges, ropeways, river navigation and electric railways. 


Yet another factor for the policy switch is said to be “ecological damage caused 
by road development" in areas where forests have had to be felled and alignments 
cut through hills for economic reasons. 


Experts concede that “as far as they go” highways built in Nepal with Indian, 
Chinese, British, Swiss, Soviet and American aid have helped in national and emo- 
tional integration, in evolution of national markets and obviating journeys through 
Indian railheads and customs, check-posts to reach neighbouring Nepalese districts. 


Economic surveys in districts adjoining highways have, however, revealed that only 
“nominal benefit" has accrued from such facilities. The policy makers now want 
some time to consolidate the cost-benefit aspect of the highways to promote trans- 
port and trade and “make them pay more" before launching new road construction 


programmes. 
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INDIA 


SOVIET MILITARY EQUIPMENT FOR INDIA LAUDED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Dec 80 Supplement p 10 


(Text) Given the tricky nature of arms deals wherein the supplier seeks to gain 
political leverage over the buyer, Indo-Soviet cooperation on military equipment 
is unique in that it allows full reign to Indian perception of ite national in- 
terest and at the same time promotes self-reliance in ite own defence, Indo- 
Soviet military cooperation was born because of attempts to circumscribe this 
country's freedom of action as a sovereign, non-aligned nation and it has grown 
under the compulsion to be able to make a free choice on international issues, 


It is the end product of bitter lessons learnt at the hands of those who profess 
to be protectors of the free world, Similar lessons have been learned by emer- 
gent nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America whose leaders had to break the yoke 
of colonialism or overthrow a dictatorship. They have had eventually to turn to 
the Soviet Union for help. 


For India, the MiG aircraft has come to symbolise Indo-Soviet military cooperation, 
Yet it was with a helicopter, the Mi-4, bought specifically for logistic support 
and utility duties on the Himalayan front in October, 1980, that the two countries 
began the long cooperation, The Mi-4 has been used in every military operation 
since then--in Goa in 1961; it was for many forward troops the only tenuous link 
during the 1962 Chinese invasion; it was operational in 1965 against Pakistan and 


in 1971 did a grand job of “airbridging” during Operation Cactus Lily in Bang- 
ladesh, 


Since then the Soviet role in Indian defence preparedness has been two-ply -- 
that of stepping into the breach left by Western governments’ refusal to supply 
the requisite equipment and of modernising the three wings of the Indian armed 


forces at prices generally less than half those of Western equipment and payment 
in rupees instead of scarce hard currency, 
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INDIA 


INDIAN NAVY TO BE REPLENISHED TO MEET CHALLENGES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Dec 80 p 16 


[Text] Bombay, December 1. "The Indian Navy is in the process of replenishment de- 
spite financial constraints to meet increasing threats". 


This was stated by Rear-Admiral S. Mookerjee, flag officer commanding Western Fleet, 
in a brochure distributed to newsmen on board "INS Shakti" during a day at sea re- 
cently. 


According to Rear-Admiral Mookerjee the threats came mainly from submarines and 
highly-sophisticated missiles. He said Pakistan had acquired a new and powerful 
submarine and hence the Indian Navy had to furnish herself with more submarines. 
He stressed the need for a "three-dimensional navy" which would effectively inte- 
grate air, surface and below the surface warfare. 


Asked if India had decided to collaborate with any other country for the production 
of submarines, he said. "We are fully capable of absorbing the transfer of tech- 
nology", adding that he was proud of the technological competence of the Indian 
Navy. 


It may be recalled that during the last session of parliament it was stated that 
India had decided to collaborate with West Germany for manufacturing submarines. 
The Rear-Admiral had no comment to offer on this issue except to say that West 
Germany had always maintained the tradition of making good submarines. According 
to him, it takes two to three years to make a submarine. 


Thrilling Demonstrations 


As the skyline of Bombay faded out of sight, newsmen saw demonstrations simulating 
the mood of a real sea battle. For instance, there was an exercise called “anti- 
submarine cruising screen" in which ships, planes and helicopters searched the 
approaches to Bombay harbour to spot and destroy enemy submarines. 


The most thrilling demonstration was seeing a submarine dive and surface, operating 
on diesel engines above the water level and on electric motors below the surface. 


During the anti-submarine firing, frigates went into action first. This was followed 
by rocket firing and then a helicopter dropped charges, its sound echoing below 

the water. These weapons are underwater bombs which can be set off at pre-determined 
depths. 








As the battle sounds went on and on all through the afternoon, a Dakota flew past 
us and the 76.2 guns on the ship's deck began to boom. Earlier, there were the 
usual rescue demonstrations by Alouette helicopters, missile ships and boats and 
jackstay operations. During this, Sagar Samrat was spotted on the radar and every- 
one waited for it to appear in the distant horizon. And there was considerable 
excitement when the oil rig came to sight for a brief while. "We are in the Bombay 
High region", an officer remarked. 


CSO: 4220 














INDIA 


CPI GENERAL SECRETARY TALKS TO NEWSMEN 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 6 Dec 80 p 4 
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INDIA 


NEWSMEN VISIT NAVAL COMMAND ESTABLISHMENTS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Dec 80 p 4 


[Text] Bombay, Dec 2 (PTI). “Paddle your own canoe” has become the watchword of 
the men and officers of Bombay's naval dockyard as it is poised to become self- 
sufficient, through self-reliance, in providing material and logistic support to 
the Indian Navy. 





This was the impression of a group of journalists who visited the establishments 
of the Western Naval Command on the eve of the current navy week. 


The most challenging job taken on hand by the dockyard is the extensive refit and 
modernisation of the aircraft carriers, INS Vikrant, which is expected to emerge 
as one of the most modern and striking warships of its kind record time by the 
middle of next year. 


Yet another significant step towards self-reliance is the acquisition of know-how 
and modern technique of manufacturing leander boilers. The naval dockyard's 
boiler manufacture project, setup in 1970, is in a position to make boilers for 
the leander class frigates under construction at the Mazagaon Dock. This phased 
programme has made such progress that the dockyard is now capable of manufacturing 
pressure parts which used to be imported till recently. 


Already five leander class frigates have been manufactured indigenously and commis- 
sioned, latest being the most sophisticated INS Taragiri. 


The weapon workshop of the dockyard, has acquired skills to be able to tackle almost 
any type of electronic and missile repairs. The weapon testing and tuning team had 
also earned praise for the work on the missiles fitted on rocket boats in the 1971 
conflict with Pakistan by securing 100 per cent hits. 


Most of the work system in the dockyard have been computerised, resulting in better 
utilisation of man-power and their skills and accuracy in its turnouts. 


Fiery Exercise 


UNI adds: An ‘enemy’ submarine quietly sneaked into the Indian waters and lurked 
there to launch a torpedo attack on the advancing western fleet of the Indian Navy. 
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"She ie snorting”, came a message and a Seaking helicopter was immediately despatched 
to ‘kill’ it. It dropped a depth charge and simultaneously patrol and missile boats 
closed in and fired a barrage of anti-submarine rockets, 


After a three-hour operation the intruding submarine was sunk. The western fleet 
of Indian Navy was simulating a submarine attack, an action-packed spectacle it or- 
ganised in connection with the navy week. 


A party of newemen on board INS Shakti, the Indian Navy's tanker, sailed 100 kms into 
the Arabian Sea to watch “a day at sea” with the western fleet. 
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INDIA 


SOVIET SCIENTIST TALKS TO DELHI NEWSMEN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Dec 80 p 7 


[Text] An Indo-Soviet symposium on ‘Rational utilisation and conservation of re- 
newable natural resources for regional development’ will be inaugurated on 8 Decem 
ber, said vice president of the USSR Academy of Sciences Yuri Ovchinikov on Wednesday. 


Mr Ovchinikov is in the Capital as head of a three-man team which is attending a 
global seminar on the role of scientific and engineering societies in development. 


Talking to newsmen, he pointed out that Soviet-Indian ties in the scientific field 
have been developing at a rather rapid pace in recent years, undergoing as it were, 
a transition from a mere exchange of views to closer ties that include joint publi- 
cations and bilateral conferences. 


To plan and coordinate these activities, he said, the Joint Soviet-Indian Commission 
for Cooperation in Social Sciences had been established. 


In pursuance of long-term projects said Mr Ovchinikov, the USSR Academy of Sciences 
and the Indian National Academy of Sciences signed up last summer a programme of 
scientific exchanges and cooperation for 1980-85. The project incorporates new 
subjects for cooperation--radio astronomy, radioscience, pure and applied mathe- 
matics and some aspects of modern biology. 


Joint research, he said, is also going on deep seismic sounding on the Hindustan 


shield since 1972, and from data collected as a result of this cooperation it will 
be possible to predict mineral deposits and seismicity of the area. 
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PRESS PANEL HEAD TALKS TO NEWSPAPER GROUP 
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INDIA 


STATISTICS ON SETTLEMEN] OF DP'S GIVEN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Dec 80 p 5 


[Text] Over 80 lakh displaced persons and 1.40 lakh families, displaced or re- 
patriated, have been settled in different parts of India since Independence, the 
Lok Sabha was informed on Tuesday, reports PTI. 


The displaced persons and repatriates came from Chhamb, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka Uganda, Zaire and Vietnam, Deputy Minister of Supply and Rehabilitation P K 
Thungon said. 


Rehabilitation of displaced persons from West Pakistan (now Pakistan) and Chhamb 
and repatr ates from Uganda, Zaire and Vietnam was almost complete, Mr Thungon told 
Mr A T Patil (Cong-I) in a written reply to a question. 


Mr Thungon said that 4,600 displaced persons and families displaced in the 1971 
conflict in Rajasthan and Gujarat, 4041 families from former East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh), about 5,000 families of repatriates from Sri Lanka and 500 from Burma 
were proposed to be rehabilitated during the current financial year, under various 
programmes like agricultural and non-agricultural occupations. 


Mr Thungon gave the following figures for the number of families or persons settled 
up to 31 October: 


Chhamb 3,737 families, Former West Pakistan (now Pakistan) 47,64,800 persons. Dis- 
placed persons of 1971 conflict 5,600 families Former East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) 
32,56,465 persons, Repatriates from Burma 68,557 families Repatriates from Sri 
Lanka 60,376 families Repatriates from Uganda 2,000 families, Repatriates from 
Zaire 35 families and Repatriates from Vietnam 508 families. 


In a written reply to a question by Mr C Nahata, Deputy Minister said of the dis- 
placed persons from Bangladesh, 4.64 lakh were settled in Assam, 3.49 lakh in 
Tripura, 74,200 in Bihar, 41,500 in Madhya Pradesh 28,850 in Uttar Pradesh, 27,700 
in Maharashtra, 14,200 in Orissa 9,700 in Meghalaya, 8,600 in Andhra Pradesh, 5,500 
in Rajasthan, 2,900 each in Karnataka and Manipur, 15 in Punjab and 20.95 lakh in 
West Bengal. 


Besides 15,300 were settled in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 13,00 in Arunachal 
Pradesh and 1.03 lakh at Dandakaranya. 
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Of the displaced persons from West Pakistan 27.37 lakh were settled in Punjab (in- 
cluding Haryana), 4.80 lakh in Uttar Pradesh, 4.15 lakh in Maharashtra and Gujarat 
3.73 lakh in Rajasthan, 2.09 lakh in Madhya Pradesh, 9,000 in Tamilnadu, 7,000 in 
Karnataka, 5,000 in Himachal Pradesh and 4,000 in Andhra Pradesh, the Minister said. 


Besides 5.01 lakh of them were aleo settled in Arunachal Pradesh, the Miniater added. 


He said that there was etill place in the Dandakaranya project for 6,500 families 
to be settled. 


He told Mre Sanyogita Rane and others that 500 Burmese refugees in Bihar, West 
Bengal, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Orissa and Kerala 
were awaiting settlement in the country. 
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INDIA 





DELHI PLANNING SOLAR ENERGY UTILIZATION 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Dec 80 p 4 


[Text ) 
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DELHI BLAMED FOR WEST BENGAL MONEY PROBLEMS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Dec 80 p 9 
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INDIA 


RISE IN COSTS OF INPUTS HITS ENGINEERING UNITS 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 30 Nov 80 p 15 
[Article by M. Vinayak] 


[Text] A recent study of the Association of Indian Engineering Industry reveals 
that all-round escalation in raw material, energy and labour costs in the '70s has 
considerably eroded the profitability of the engineering industry during the period. 


According to A.I.E.I.'s latest data sheet on cost inflation which covered its top 
100 member-companies, costs of raw materials, fuel and power labour, construction 
maintenance, shipping, transport including shipping, and finance have all recorded 
sharp increases during the nine-year period ending July 1980. 


The cost-push has eroded the profitability of A.1I.E.I's top 100 companies in terms 
of gross profit as percentage of sales from 7.3% in 1977-78 to 7% in 1978-79. A 
sector-wise analysis showed the aluminium industry as the worst hit with a fall in 
its profitability to 9.8% from 10.5%, followed by electrical machinery, apparatus 
end appliances, etc, (from 9% to 7.6Z) transport equipment (from 7% to 6.5%) and 
total engineering (from 7.3% to 7%). 


According to the data sheet raw materials, components, stores and spares constituted 
over 45% of the expenditure of the engineering companies covered by the A.I.E.I. 
study in 1978-79 against 43.8% in 1977-78. 


With regard to raw material costs, the percentage-wise increases were up by 12.9% 
in aluminium, 10.4% in copper and copper alloys and 10.8% in tin during 1980 (July) 
over 1979-80. 


In the energy sector, almost all items were hit by the cost inflation. Coal, petrol 
diesel oil and lubricating oils were costlier by 122%, 20.3%, 53.2% and 18.2%, re- 
spectively, in July this year over 1979-80 levels. The power-intensive industries 
like aluminium and electric arc furnace sectors were particularly hit hard, follow- 
ing the sharp increase in their energy bills. 


Construction and maintenance costs have also shot up as follows: 

Bricks (11.9%), paints and varnishes (8.5%) fireclay (32.2%), and limestone (6.82). 
In transport and shipping, short and long rail transport charges are now (1980-81) 
subject to additional supplementary charges of 15% over 1979-80. Shipping freight 


charges for Calcutta to New York and West Coast of India and U.S. Atlantic/Gulf 
Ports have gone up ranging from 38% to 802. 
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Labour costs constitute roughly 14% of the engineering industry's expenditure. The 
A.1.E.1, study indicates a 19.2% increase under this head for the iron and steel 
industry during the period under reference. Surprisingly, the increase was particu- 
larly high in Bombay (12.1%), followed by Bangalore (11.8%), Madras (8.8%), Calcutta 
(8.7%) and Delhi (7.9%). 


In the case of engineering units employing more than 1,000 workers, the increase in 
labour costs in May this year over the same month last year was 3.6% and 3.22% in 
the case of unskilled and skilled workers, respectively. 


The minimum wages for unskilled workers has risen by 151% in such units, from 
Re 210 per month in 1971 to Re 526.20 this year, reflecting an annual growth rate 
of 16.8%. 


The skilled workers’ wages have gone up by 117.5% to Rs 589.20 per month this year 
from Rs 270.90 per month in 1971. 


Wages for unskilled and skilled workers in units employing a workforce ranging from 
250 to 1,000 the minimum wages have gone up from Rs 210 per month and Rs 270 per 
month to Rs 523.20 and Rs 585.20 per month, respectively, during the period under 
reference. 





The wholesale price indices for the engineering industry reveals steep increases 
in the basic metals, alloys and metal products section during the period 1971-72 
to 1980 (July). The index for steel bars and rods (with 1970-71=100) was up by 
208.9% to 317 in July 1980 from 102.6 in 1971-72, ferro-silicon by 348.7% to 499.4 
from 111.3, tinplates to 216 from 104, ferro-manganese by 171.7% to 271.7 from 100. 
steel wires by 162.5% to 293 from 111.6 steel semis by 166.5% to 309.4 from 116.1. 


The index for tin showed a fourfold rise to 452.9 from 89.3, aluminium by 191.67 

to 293.4 from 100.6 lead by 187.2% to 270.8 from 94.3, nickel by 124.7% to 157.3 from 
70, barrels and drums by 169.7% to 274 from 101.6, non-ferrous metals and alloys 

by 175.9 to 274 from 99.3 during the period under reference. 


The sharp increases in the costs of main factors of production as also the distri- 
bution costs would add to the inflationary pressures in the economy and weaken the 
industry's competitive strength in overseas markets. Erosion of profitability may 
slacken capital investments in the industry and thus retard expansion of capacities 
in critical sectors, which may add to the sectoral imbalances already plaguing the 
economy . 
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BASU DEFENDS FOOD PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Dec 80 pp 1, 9 
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INDIA 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX CONTINUES TO RISE 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 6 Dec *9 p 7 
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INDIA 





ECONOMY ENTERS BALANCE OF PAYMENTS CRISIS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Dec 80 p 8 
{Editorial: "An Adverse Balance" 


[Text] It is becoming increasingly clear that the economy has entered a period of 
balance of payments crises. The deficit in 1980-81 is expected to be more than 

Rs. 4000 crores--nearly twice the figure recorded last year and over six times that 
in 1977-78. Imports in 1979-80 were about 25 per cent higher than in the previous 
year. Data that has become available for the first quarter of the current financial 
year suggests that this rate of increase will be maintained. Meanwhile, the annual 
rate of growth of exports has fallen in the last three years to around six per cent 
as against the 27 per cent in the preceding three-year period. The chief causes of 
the crisis are well known. The outgo on crude and petroleum products has mounted 

to account for as much as 70 per cent of the total foreign exchange earnings. Ex- 
ports are up against trade barriers. The inflow of remittances from abroad has 

also declined. The commerce ministry has said that bold initiatives are required 
to deal with the situation. It has not spelled out what these might comprise. But 
it has emphasised the need to expand the production of important export items and 

to diversify the export basket by placing emphasis on non-traditional goods and 
markets. The authorities have taken significant steps in furtherance of this ob- 
jective. Apart from the many subsidies and incentives that continue to be provided, 
statutory changes have now been made to encourage production for export. The monopo- 
lies and restrictive trade practices act has been amended to exclude goods exported 
from the total production taken into account for determining whether a firm is a 
“dominant undertaking". In addition, units exporting their entire production are 
to be treated, for tax and other purposes, at par with those located in free trade 
zones. 


How far measures of this kind can help remains to be seen. As the experience in 
respect of engineering goods exports suggests, incentives by themselves may not be 
of much avail in the absence of a systematic search for new markets. In spite of 
the need for this having been reiterated periodically by both the private sector and 
the government, little has so far been done in this direction. The pattern of the 
country's trade continues to be determined largely by history. Vast markets in 
Latin America and Africa remain untapped, largely one suspects, for linguistic and 
psychological reasons. Indeed, the country does not have enough language experts 
who could undertake wide-ranging negotiations. This is especially surprising in 
view of the expertise potentially available in the Union territories of Goa and 
Pondicherry that could literally "open up" the hitherto neglected regions for Indian 
goods. Much can immediately be done to tap this potential. For a start, the Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade could be asked to expand its activities to the two Union 
territories. 


CSO: 4220 


59 





CANADIAN TEAM OFFERS TO AID INDIAN OIL HUNT 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Dec 80 p 5 


[Text } 


cso: 


BOMBAY, December 8. 


than 85 per cent of that cvuutry’s 
natural gas and oil, has otfered 
— oa 7 —- 
Shes eo ne Me Ine 
The Alberta minister for economic 
development and inter- 
national trade, Mr 
Horst A. Schmid, who 


is leading 


the miston. visnalises promsimg scope 
for is province's partcipaticn in 
India’s ambutious petroleum develop 
aot programa. 

In ap exclusive interview with ‘The 
Times of lode.” Mr. Schad, aid 
here today that India could profi 
from the $ 1‘million Canadian (ine 
of credit to develop its petroleum in- 
dusiwry aod ancillaries. 

Canada has offered that aid free of 
‘averest, repayable in 40 vears after the 
nitial W-year moratorium. it iss in- 
tended to help india develop its 
petroleum industry and elso buy Ca- 
nadian equrment. 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 


At a later dame, it might abo be 
pomible ‘to manufacture qitable 


could alo be utilised to promote 
technology transfer, the minister point- 
ed out. 

Mr. Schmid's ‘mien of India’s 
abdity to proft from the aid res 
on the fact that his own country had 
achieved elisufficexcy wih 0 
years. 

“When we began prowecting for 
crude. everything — technology and 
equipment — wes mmporied from the 
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DOUBLED OIL OUTPUT POSSIBLE WITH BETTER TOOLS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 8 Dec 80 p 7 
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RISE IN COAL INDUSTRY PRODUCTION REPORTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 14 


[Text] New Delhi, November (0: As a result of the steps taken by the government, the 
coal industry has achieved a major breakthrough in production for the first time in 
many years. 


During the first seven months of the current financial year, says an official press 
release, coal output has gone up by seven per cent over the corresponding period 
last year against an annual increase of one to two per cent during the previous 
three years. 


Coal production during the seven months from April to October this year, touched 
59 million tonnes against 55 million tonnes during the same period last year. 


The rate of growth has shown further buoyancy. In the first three weeks of Novem 
ber, the production has recorded an increase of nine per cent over the correspond- 
ing period last year. 


From the present trend of growth, the production target of 113.5 million tonnes for 
the current financial year, is thought to be well within reach. 


The rate of growth would have been still higher but for certain constraints in the 
Rengal-Bihar area in inputs like power, steel, cement and the law and order problem. 


To step up coal production still further, efforts are being made to increase power 
output which has already risen by nearly seven per cent. The government proposes 
to set up 5 to 10 Mw gas turbine sets in coalfields and instal captive thermal 
power stations to supply 60 Mw to 120 Mw to meet the demand of the coal industry. 


Allocation of cement for the coal sector has been increased from 30,000 tonnes a 
cuarter to 60,000 tonnes. Attention is also being paid to make adequate supplies 
of stee) and mining machinery. The indigenous coalmining machinery manufacturing 
industry, which was languishing for want of sufficient orders, has now received a 
shot in the arn. 


The coal stocks in the country totalled 13 million tonnes at the end of October 
against ten million tonnes last year. The stocks include nearly 2.25 lakh tonnes 


of soft coke required by domestic consumers. The problem of transportation of 
coal and availability of wagons is being tackled in coordination with the railways. 
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INDO-USSR COLLABORATION IN COAL INDUSTRY TOLD 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Dec 80 Supplement p 14 
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STEEL IMPORTS PLANNED TO MAKE UP SHORTFALL 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 29 Nov 80 p 5 


[Text] An estimated 1.4 million tonnes gap between the total requirement of steel 
in the country and its indigenous production will be met by imports under various 
schemes such as "back-to-back" OGL (Open General Licence) and “buffer imports", 
the Lok Sabha was informed on Friday, reports PTI. 


Steel and Mines Minister Pranab Mukherjee, said in a written answer that the main 
factors responsible for the shortfall in production at public sector steel plants 
during the six months from April to September this year was of the order of 7.14 
lakh tonnes. 


Severe restrictions in power supply and inadequate availability of coking coal to 
the steel plants were the main factors responsible for the short-fall in steel pro- 
duction against the target. During October, contrary to the trend in the previous 
six months, the actual production of saleable steel was "marginally higher" than 
in the same month last year. Power shortage, however, continues to be a serious 
impediment to increased production. 


The Minister said the important steps taken to augment production in the country's 
six integrated steel plants also included import of coking coal, maximisation of 
power generation from the plants’ captive units, close and constant liaison with 
inputs supplying agencies and regular monitoring of power and coal position at 
various levels through inter-ministerial and inter-departmental committees. 


Steps had also been taken to install additional captive power generating capacity 
at Dungapur and Bokaro plants. 


CSO: 4220 








CPI ASKS KERALA LPF FOR ‘CODE OF CONDUCT’ 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 7 Dec 80 p 4 


[Text ] 


i aE 


HEF 
ae 


ah ni if iit 


agit gal WH ti: 

‘ ate - 

jue ae 

ib sinh iin 
lisse 


$3247 


a icatetins4 


States," 





4220 


cso: 





INDIA 


HARIJAN ATROCITIES PANEL--New Delhi, 8 Dec--A nine member group of MPs has been 
set up to study atrocities on Harijans and Adivasis, Mr. Balkrishna Wasnik, 
member of the Lok Sabha from Maharashtra, is the convener of the study group 
set up by the Chairman of the committee of the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, Other group on will study the socio-economic conditions and 
the position in public service and employment of Harijans and Adivasis. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Dec 80 p 9] 


EARTHQUAKE PREDICTION CELL--Shillong, 8 Dec--A cell comprising scientists and 
technicians has been set up here for earthquake prediction in the north-eastern 
region. The Meghalaya minister of state for civil defence and home guards, 

Mr H B Dan, said on Saturday that a working group of 12 scientists from various 
research institutes in the country had recommended the establishment of the cell 
for short-term prediction of earthquakes, He pointed out that the north-eastern 
region had been identified as one of the quake-prone zones in the world at a 
UNESCO conference held in Honolulu, Mr Dan expressed the hope that the pre- 
cautionary measures now being taken and the training being imparted to volunteers 
in various earthquake disaster relief centres in various district and sub-divisional 
headquarters would help ensure timely relief and reduce hazards in the event 

of an earthquake, [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Dec 80 p 23] 





ASSAM CABINET EXPANDED--Shillong, 10 Dec (UNI)--The Assam chief minister, Mrs 
Anwara Taimur, today took two more members in her council of ministers to increase 
its strength to ten, The governor, Mr L P Singh, administered the oath of office 
and secrecy to Mr Dhani Ram Rongpie, as a cabinet minister and to Mr Joychandra 
Nagbangshi, as a minister of state, at a simple ceremony at Raj Bhavan here this 
evening in the presence of the chief minister and other dignitaries, With oday's 
additions, the Assam council of ministers will comprise seven cabinet members, 
including the chief minister, and three ministers of state. [Text] [ Bombay 

THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Dec 80 p 9] 


MARXIST LEADER DIES--Trichur, Dec 2 (UNI)--Mr T K Krishnan, CPI-M leader and a 
former member of the Kerala Assembly, died here today following a heart attack. 
He was 57. He is survived by his wife, Mrs Sumathi Amma, a Professor in Kerala 
Varma College, Trichur, and two sons. Mr Krishnan was the secretary of the All- 
Cochin Students Federation. Later, he worked with a news agency in Bombay, from 
1949 to 1951. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Dec 80 p 4] 








GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT--The Gross National Product at current prices for the year 
1978-79 showed an increase of 7.4 per cent, Finance Minister R. Venkataraman told 
the Lok Sabha on Friday, reports UNI, In a written reply to Mr A.K. Roy, the 
Minister said that the official estimate of GNP for 1979-80 was not yet availa)le. 
He said the outstanding money supply with the public for the week ended 31 October 
1980 (the latest week for which information is available) stood at Rs 22,599 crore. 
The gap between the growth rates in money supply and real gross national product 


was an important reason for the rise in the price level. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 29 Nov 80 p 5] 


SIKKIM GOVERNOR--Mr Homi J.H. Talyarkhan has taken over as Governor of Sikkim. 
Chief justice of Sikkim high court Mr Justice M.S. Gujral administered the oath 


of office to him in Gangtok. [Text] [BK120305 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
0240 GMT 10 Jan 81) 


OIL FROM COAL SCHEME--A scheme to convert coal into oil is being prepared. Instruc- 
tions to this effect have been given to the department of coal. This was stated 

by Energy Minister Ghani Khan Choudhury while addressing the annual day celebrations 
of the National Project Construction Corporation in New Delhi today. He said that 
he will hold discussions with the World Bank president in this regard. If this 
scheme is implemented, India will be the second country in the world to produce 


oil from cowl. [Text] [BK120305 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1230 GMT 9 Jan 
81) 


ROK RELATIONS--South Korea is to improve bilateral relations with India. In an 
interview with PTI South Korean Foreign Minister No Sin-Yong said in Seoul today 
that his country will buy more Indian goods to balance its big trade surplus. 

With the increase in the South Korean exports to India, it is likely to accumulate 
a record trade surplus of over $150 million. No Sin-Yong said more visits of 
trade delegations between the two countries will be undertaken after the presiden- 
tial election in March next. [Text] [BK111020 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
0830 GMT 11 Jan 81} 


LADAKH PROBLEM--Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah has said 
his government would have no objection if a separate division is created for the 
Ladakh region and does not stand in the way of declaring Ladakhis a schedule tribe. 
He was talking to a group of newsmen in Jammu today. He said the creation of the 
new division, however, would depend upon the agreement between the people of Kargil 
and Leh Districts as to the location of divisional headquarters. Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah said the cabinet subcommittee comprising State Finance and Planning 
Minister D.D. Thakur, Works and Power Minister S.G. Shah and Revenue and Forest 
Minister G.N. Kochak set up to go into the demands of the people of Ladakh would 
begin its work tomorrow soon after its arrival in Leh. The chief minister dis- 
counted reports appearing in a section of the press that he is joining the center. 
There is no such move at present, he added. [Text] [BK111343 Delhi Domestic 
Service in English 1230 GMT 11 Jan 81] 


PETROLEUM PRICES INCREASE--Petroleum products will cost more from today. The 
price of kerosene goes up by 10 paise per liter. Petrol, diesel oil, both high 
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speed and light will cost another 37 paise per liter. Cooking gas will cost 5 
rupees and 3 paise more per cylinder. The prices of lubricants of different grades 
are up by about 45 paise per liter. The quantum of increase varies according to 
the grade, The price of naphtha for fertiliser use ta increased by 300 rupees 

per ton and for non-fertiliser use by 100 rupees per ton. The price of bitumin 
goes up by 235 rupees per ton and that of aviation turbine fuel by 320 rupees per 
kiloliter. Corresponding increases have also been announced for a number of other 
petroleum products. The outlet price of each of these products may be actually 
slightly higher due to sales tax, octroi and other state levies. The announcement 
made after a cabinet meeting says that the raise was necessitated by the very 
significant increase in the OPEC prices since June of last year when domestic 
prices of petroleum products were last revised. The country has also borne a 
heavy burden by way of expensive spot market purchases which had to be made because 
of the conflict between Iraq and Iran and the continued blockade of oil from Assam. 
State governments and union territories have been advised to review the fares of 
taxis and autorikshaws. [Text] [BK130408 Delhi Domestic Service in English 0240 
GMT 13 Jan 81] 


PARTY MERGER--The national convention of the Janata-S [Party] in Varanasi yesterday 
endorsed the draft resolution on its merger with Janata Party. Earlier, the party 
national executive had a prolonged discussion. According to general secretary of 
the party Bhola Prasad Singh, the decision has been conveyed to Janata Party Chief 
Charashekhar. [Text] [BK130404 Delhi Domestic Service in English 0240 GMT 13 Jan 
81) 


DEFENSE SABOTAGE DENIAL--New Delhi, Nov. 27. The Minister of State for Defence, Mr. 
Shivraj Patil, today denied a news report that a top defence project at the solid 
state physics laboratory was sabotaged. Replying to a question in the Rajya Sabha, 
he said the allegation was without basis. "The work on development of infra-red 
detectors is still being continued even on a larger scale." To a question whether 
two scientists working on the project had been eased out. Mr. Patil said one sci- 
entist had resigned voluntarily and the other was transferred to the Institute of 
Armament Technology in Pune. To another query if the management information report 
(MIR) had recommended the removal of people responsible for sabotage. Mr. Patil 
said "any recommendation in the so-called MIR is not correct." He said the allega- 
tions in MIR were investigated and "nothing of substance was found in them'--PTI. 
[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 28 Nov 80 p .7] 


NAXALITE ACTIVITY REPORTED--New Delhi, Nov. 27. There has been an increase in the 
activities of naxalites in different parts of the country since 1977, Mr. Yogendra 
Makwana, Minister of State for Home, said in the Rajya Sabha today. He told Mr. 
Jagannath Rao Joshi and two others that the increase related to membership of the 
movement, naxalite violence, setting up of mass front bodies and propaganda campaign. 
--PTI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 28 Nov 80 p 7] 


CARPETS TO USSR--The Soviet Union will buy Rs 20 crores worth of carpets from India 
this year, reports UNI. Contracts for this were signed by Soviet foreign trade 
agency Novoexport with 20 Indian machine carpet producers on Friday. [Text] 

[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 29 Nov 80 p 7) 
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ANDHRA PRADESH PLAN OUTLAY--New Delhi, 10 Dec--The Sixth Plan outlay for Andra 
Pradesh (1980-85) will be Re, 3,100 crores. This is more than double the Fifth 
Plan outlay, Out of the Rs, 3,100 crores, over Rs, 2,000 crores will come from 
State's own resources including market borrowing, Central assistance will be 
available to the tune of Rs, 900 crores, The State would mobilise additional 
resources of Rs, 150 crores, The draft Sixth Plan was finalised here today by 

Mr T Anjiah, AP Chief Minister, and Mr N D Tiwari, Planning Minister and Deputy 
Chairman of the Planning Commission. During the discussions the 1981-82 annual 
Plan outlay was also finalised at Rs, 531 crores, Out of the Sixth Plan outlay 
of Rs. 3,100 crores, irrigation, flood control and power have been allocated 

Rs. 1,600.99 crores, power sector getting Rs, 789.70 crores, The other sector- 
wise allocations are as follows: Agriculture and allied services (Rs, 357.54 
crores); cooperation (Rs, 29,51 crores); village and small industries (Rs, 30 
crores); large and medium industries and mining (Rs. 75,66 crores); transport 

and communications (Rs, 236 crores); education (Rs, 73 crores); medical and 
public health (Rs, 63 crores); sewerage and water supply (Rs, 203 crores); housing 
(Rs, 105 crores); other social and community services (Rs, 280 crores); economic 
services (Rs, 28,30 crores) and general services (Rs, 16 crores), [Text] [Madras 
THE HINDU in English 11 Dec 80 p 1] 


BUDDHIST TO MINORITIES PANEL--President Sanjiva Reddy has appointed Lama Lobzang 
as a member of the high power panel on minorities, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and other weaker sections, reports UNI, Mr Lobzang is the only Buddhist 
member on the panel, The 47-year-old Buddhist monk is the founding general sec- 
retary of the Simant Pradeshiya Bauddha Mahasabha, He is also the secretary in 


charge of the Ladakh Bauddha Vihara, Delhi, [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
6 Dec 80 p 10) 


INDUSTRIAL LICENSE STATISTICS--New Delhi, 7 Dec (PTI)--During the first 11 months 
of this year (January-November) 733 letters of intent and 439 industrial licences 
were issued, compared to 421 letters of intent and 324 industrial licences issued 
during the corresponding period of last year, showing an increase of 74 per cent 
and 36 per cent, respectively, according to an official release, A record number 
of 1,651 industrial licences applications were also disposed of during the first 
1l months of 1980, Foreign collaboration applications totalling 618 were disposed 
of during January-November 1980 compared to 339 applications during the corres- 
ponding period of 1979, The value of capital goods approvals accorded during 
January-November this year amounted to Rs, 338 crores compared to Rs, 212 crores 
during January-November last year, representing an increase of 60 per cent, 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Dec 80 p 4] 


ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINE--Panaji, 7 Dec--The electronic battrey-operated voting 
machine, developed by the Electronic Corporation of India in Hyderabad, was 
demonstrated to the chief electoral officers, now attending their all-India meet 
here. The machine would cost Rs, 2,000 when produced on a large scale, Nearly 
five lakh such machines would be required to cover 4.5 lakh polling stations 

in the country. Introduction of these machines and preparation of identity cards 
with the candidates’ photographs would cost the country nearly Rs, 216 crores, 

if the suggestion of the chief election commissioner to introduce them was 





accepted, The secretary of the election commission, Mr K Ganeshan, said this 
expenditure was worth incurring taking into consideration the benefits, The 
expenditure would be recovered after two general elections, he added, [Text } 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Dec 80 p 6] 


MEDICAL GOODS TO USSR--New Delhi, 5 Dec (PTI)--TB patients in the Soviet Union 
will receive anti-tuberculosis drug produced in India, A contract worth over 

Rs. 15 crores for export of goods, including ready-made medicine, spectacle frames 
and some rubber products was signed here today by Mr A Petrenko, of Medexport 

and the representatives of some Indian firms, With this contract, the total 
volume of goods to be exported to the Soviet Union under various agreements signed 
during the last three weeks had gone up to Rs, 280 crores, [Text] [ Bombay 

THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Dec 80 p 12] 


NEW CONGRESS(I) NAME--New Delhi, 8 Dec--The Congress (1) Working Committee, at 

its meeting here this evening, decided that the party should be called the Indian 
National Congress (I)--the 'I' obviously devoting "Indira", The decision follows 
the massive mandate received by the party in the last elections, The nomenclature 
will continue until the Election Commission settled dispute between the two 
Congress parties, each claiming to be the real Congress. It was said that "from 
tomorrow" the party would be called the INC(I) and not the INC, The meeting of 
the Working Committee was presided over by Mrs Gandhi, A resolution on inter- 
national affairs said that in regard to Afghanistan, as a result of India's efforts, 
there had been wider acceptance of the inadmissibility of interference in the 
internal affairs of sovereign States, [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
6 Dec 80 p 1} 


NAGA LEADER KILLED--Kohima, Nov. 29.--"Major" Sungsen Konyak of the Muivahisak 
faction of the underground Nagas was killed in an encounter with the pro-Phizo 

group led by "Colonel" Singyan near Waillamsanghu village in northern Burma recently, 
according to a report received here from across the border, says UNI. Meanwhile 
about 40 people, belonging to the Khiemungan tribe from Nagaland, recently sneaked 
into northern Burma to join the "Colonel" Singyan group to fight the Muivah-Isak 
Tr the report said. [Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 30 Nov 80 

P 


CALCUTTA TEA SEMINAR--Siliguri, December 1: The first international seminar on tea 
has been organised by the Indian Tea Association to synchronise with its centenary 
on January 12 and 13 at Calcutta. It will be inaugurated by the Union commerce 
minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee. Industry sources said nearly 350 delegates, inc lud- 
ing 25 from abroad, were expected to attend the seminar. The participants will 
include 78-year-old author of the "Indian Tea History," Sir Parcival Griffiths, the 
executive director of the International Tea Promotion Association (ITPA), Mr. T.S. 
Broca, and other high officials from the Union commerce ministry and producing 
states. The delegates are expected to visit the major tea producing areas. (Text } 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Dec 80 p 5] 
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COAL SALE REGULATIONS--New Delhi, December 1: The free sale of inferior grade of 
non-coking coal has been further liberalised and made applicable to more collieries. 
The sale will be free from all restrictions. A number of additional collieries 
where stocks of coal are very substantial have been identified and the coal has 
been placed on free sale. As a result, there are now approximately 5.5 million 
tonnes of stocks of inferior grades of coal which are now on free sale. This libera- 


lisation will benefit large number of consumers. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 2 Dec 80 p 10] 


NEW NAVAL VESSEL--Bombay, November 30: The second Landing Craft Utility Mark II 
will be handed over to the Indian navy by Goa shipyard tomorrow. It is one of three 
vessels specially designed by the Indian Navy for transporting troops, vehicles and 
stores and being built by Goa shipyard. The first vessel was commissioned on 
January 28. The third vessel, launched on March 16, is expected to be commissioned 
next year. The vessels designed such as to use indigenous machinery and equipment 
to the maximum can negotiate shallow waters and land men and material on beaches. 
This type of sophisticated vessels are being constructed by Goa shipyard for the 
first time, according to Commodore V.A. Dhareshwar, general manager. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 14] 


FORECOST COMPUTER DEVELOPED—-New Delhi, November 30: A computer which will forecast 
the likely flow in power-generating plants several hours in advance facilitate prompt 
removal of defects and effective plant control, is being developed by the government- 
owned Uptron Digitals System Limited here. The computer has been designed by the 
research and development laboratory of the company with purely indigenous tech- 
nology. It is shaped like an almirah, but has an opening in the rear as well. The 
Uptron Digitals will manufacture 15 such computers a year. The production cost of 
each computer will range between Rs. 8.50 lakhs and Rs. 10 lakhs, depending on the 
size. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 14] 


1980 INFLATION PREDICTION--—New Delhi, November 30 (PTI): A 20 per cent inflation 
has been predicted for this year again by Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah, eminent economist, 
who suggests that government and business base their planning on this forecast. 
Since the formulation of the sixth plan on the basis of the 1979-80 prices, prices 
have risen by over 13 per cent up to October 1 this year. This, Dr. Adiseshiah 
says in a midyear review of the economy for a workshop here next week to be held 
under the auspices of the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India, 
means that the public sector outlay be increased to Rs. 100,000 crores or the growth 
rates and targets be lowered. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 
p 14] 


FOREIGN COMPANIES DECLINE--—New Delhi, November 30 (PTI): There have been a steady 
decline in the number of branches of foreign companies operating in India from 510 
in 1974-75 to 358 in 1978-79. Similarly, the number of subsidiaries of foreign 
companies functioning in the country also came down from 183 in 1974-75 to 125 in 
1978-79. There has, however, been an increase in the paid-up share capital of 
subsidiaries of foreign companies working here. It had gone up from Rs. 305.6 
crores for 183 companies in 1974-75 to Rs. 360.1 crores for 125 companies in 1978-79. 
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The total assets of branches of the foreign companies, however, remained static 
qs pens: crores, despite the facc that the number of branches operating 
ere ha ndled substantially during the year period. [Text] [Bombay THE T 

OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 14] " , _ 


GUJARAT REFINERY FINANCING--Gandhinagar, November 30 (PTI): Some industrialists 
from Dubai and an Abu Dhabi Oil Magnate, have proposed to invest "OPEC" money, over 
seven million for setting up a refinery-cum-petro-chemical complex in Gujarat in 

a joint sector company, a Gujarat government spokesman said today. The state fi- 
nance minister, Mr. Samat Mehta, has already completed the first round of negotia- 
tions with these Arab entrepreneurs in Bombay last month and he was planning to 
visit the Gulf countries soon for a final agreement the spokesman said. The state 
government has taken up the proposal with the Centre for its approval and also 
requested for a letter of intent to set up a Bombay High gas-based petro-chemical 
complex in the state government sector, he added. The Chief minister, Mr. Madhavsinh 
Solanki, had announced yesterday in Ahmedabad that the petroleum ministry had 
chosen Kavas, a village in Surat district, for a gas-cracker plant based on the 
Bombay High gas. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Dec 80 p 15] 


OPPOSITION JOINT FRONT--—Colombo, Nov. 29. For the first time since the 1977 elec- 
tions, Sri Lanka's Opposition parties have decided to form a "common front" against 
the ruling United National Party. The front, comprising the former Premier, Mrs. 
Bandaranaike's Freedom Party, the Tamil "United Liberation Front, the Trotskyst 
Party and the pro-Chinese Communist Party, has decided to support a candidate of 
the pro-Moscow Communist Party at a coming by-election by not contesting themselves. 
--UNI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Nov 80 p 12] 


KNITWEAR TO USSR--New Delhi, December 1 (UNI): The Soviet Union will import Indian 
woollen and cotton knitwear garments worth over Rs. 60 crores during 1981. Mr. A.S. 
Evdokimov, deputy director general of V o Raznoexport, who is leading a Soviet dele- 
gation now in India, and Mr. V.A. Markov, deputy director of the Soviet firm 
"Trikotazh", signed 18 contracts with different Indian exporters in this connection 
here today. Among the exporters are some of the leading firms of Ludhiana like 
Oswal Woollen Mills, York Hosiery Mills, lind Woollen Mills and Sind Knitwear Pvt. 
Ltd. Mr. Evdokimov later said at a press conference that the progress of Ludhiana's 
woollen industry was a vital link of Indo-Soviet friendship. Mr. Raj Chaudhry, 
chairman of Hosiery Exportres' Association, said that Indo-Soviet co-operation in 
this field has enabled the Indian economy to attain stability and growth. Mr. J.L. 
Oswal, chairman of Wool and Woollen Export Promotion Council, said he hoped that in 
1981, the exports of knitwear to the USSR would exceed Rs. 100 crores. [Text } 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Dec 80 p 10] 
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REASONS FOR ABUNDANCE OF GOODS IN FREE MARKET DISCUSSED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 14 Nov 80 p 2 


[Conversations With the Editor column: "What is the Purpose of Allocations for 
the Cadre and Free Stores?" 


[Text] Mr V.L. from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs wrote a letter to the news- 
paper VIENTIANE MAI and asked the following questions: 


1. What is the purpose of allocations for the cadre and free stores? 


2. [Why do] the cadre stores usually have nothing for the cadres to buy while the 
free stores have almost everything in stock? 


Thank you. 


[Answer]: Mr V.L., based on the views of the newspaper VIENTIANE MAI, I would 
like to answer your questions but this is somewhat difficult. However, concerning 
your questions, Mr Thongphet Sisouwong, the head of the Vientiane industry and 
trade service, has given the following views: 


Concerning the separation of stores into two types, the principal aim of this was 
to make things convenient and easy for people who buy goods, regardless of whether 
they are cadres or people and to maintain the trade system in accord with the 
stipulations of the state. But concerning some things, after plans were made and 
things were implemented, some things were found to have weak points. 


The primary reason was that some of our trade cadres were not familiar with things 
and they did not have enough experience. Thus, internal causes appeared and these 
negative phenomena gave rise to bad results. For example, some contraband goods 
flowed to the free markets. There have been complaints that trade has been divided 
by sector but, concerning these complaints and these phenomena that have been 
stated, it can be said that some of the complaints were justified while others 
were not. 


However, the phenomena that has been criticized has been investigated by the 
guidance committees, especially the sector committees, in order to discover the 
causes. A committee has been established to investigate all trade sectors and 
obtain data to discover the facts in order to eliminate the weaknesses. In partic- 
ular, attention has had to be given to upgrading the trade regulations where 
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weaknesses have arisen and to [narrowing] the gap that has given rise to criticisms. 
Thus, it can be said that, in the past, some trade activities have not really 
responded to the needs of the consumers. 


When such is the case, things must certainly be improved and the weaknesses men- 
tioned above must be overcome. Only after unified agreements have been reached 
can new regulations be formulated. 


Ac the end [of hie letter], Mr Thongphet also thanked those who have criticized 
the weaknesses in the trade sector. 


As for the newspaper VIENTIANE MAI, we sympathize with the trade sector. Normally, 
most of us are not yet familiar with this work. We do not have to look far. We, 
the publishers of the newspaper VIENTIANE MAI, feel that we still have weaknesses 
concerning many things. We lack [certain| capabilities. In some cases, we have 
not satisfied the needs of the people. But, regardless of this, we have used 

these weaknesses as a lesson and have tried to find a way to overcome the weaknesses. 


11943 
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CHAMPASSAK ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION--Vientiane, KPL--During the past 5 years, the 
workers of the Lao State Electricity Enterprise, which is subordinate to the 
Champassak provincial industry and trade service, have diligently emulated with 
each other and continually achieved good results. During this period, the vorkers 
repaired hvdroelectric turbines in Paksong District, expanded -« power lines 
around the Kmi stadium, installed water pumps in one place, finished installing 
power generators in Phon Thong District, generated 24,044,110 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity for the people, finished repairing two machines at Selabam and assembled 
turbines and power units 1, } and 4 in order to increase the power capacity from 
400 to 600 kilowatt-hours. [Excerpt] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 14 Nov 
80 p AS] 11943 


KASI BANK BRANCH--Vientiane, KPL--On the afternoon of 10 November, the Vientiane 
City and Province National Bank held a ceremony to open a bank branch in Kasi 
District, Vientiane Province. Attending the ceremony were members of the Vientiane 
City and Province administrative committee, representatives of the Vientiane 
Province national bank, members of the Kasi District administrative committee, 
canton administrative officials and people from the locality. On this occasion, 

Mr Wongsai Lothantu, the manager of the Vientiane City and Province bank, stated 
that, in the past period, bank branches have been established in 10 places. This 
has been done in order to support production, the circulation of goods and the lives 
of the people. The national bank branch in each district is responsible for 
receiving deposits from the people, state stores, state economic organizations and 
cooperative units. Along with this, the bank is responsible for making things 
convenient for the state economic organizations and the cooperative production 
units of the people that borrow revolving and fixed capital to support the construc- 
tionof an economic base. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 14 Nov 80 

p AS} 11943 


SAYABOURY RICE SALES--Vientiane, KPL--Since October, the farmers in various locali- 
ties in four communes in Sieng Hon District, Sayaboury Province, have diligently 
brought their surplus rice not consumed in the fami'y and sold it to the state 
stores. The total amount sold was 53 tons. In this the cadres in the district 
public security sector together sold 4 tons of rice that they had grown. This is 
considered to be an important factor in increasing government funds for state 
economic development. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 13 Nov 80 p 

AS) 11943 
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TEXTLLE PRODUCTLION--Vientiane, KPL--During the past 5 years, the cadres and workers 
at the Lao Vieng Textile Factory, which is subordinat» ‘o the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, have promoted the collective ownership rights of the working class. 

They have worked diligently and boldly in carrying out their tasks in order to 
achieve results in commemoration of the Fifth National Day on 2 December. Concerning 
actual achievements, during the first 10 months of 1980, they have been able to 
produce 240,000 meters of cloth for society, which is 90 percent of the planned 
quota for the year. It is expected that, by the end of November, the workers will 
have produced enough cloth to have completely fulfilled the quota. [Excerpt] 
[Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 11 Nov 80 p AS] 11943 
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GOVERNMENT SEEKS TO ATTRACT FOREIGN CAPITAL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Dec 80 p 10 


"Nepal Steps to Attract Foreign Capitai"] 


(Article by Mavin Kurve: 
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OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT POLICY ON ANTARCTIC REVIEWED 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 5 Dec 80 p 12 


[Report by Oliver Riddell in Wellington/ 


/Excerpts/ | 
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1990. Under the treaty, the 
Antarctic may be only 
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NEW ZEALAND 











SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


MISSION IN SAUDI ARABIA--A permanent Sri Lanka mission is soon to be opened in 
Saudi Arabia. A Foreign Ministry official has just returned after making prelimi- 
nary arrangements. The Saudi ambassador to Sri Lanka with residence in New Delhi, 
who was in Colombo in connection with the signing of the two Saudi loan agreements 
yesterday [8 January], said that reciprocally Saudi Arabia hoped to open its own 
mission in Colombo. He said this would help expedite the granting of visas both 
for Haj pilgrims and those seeking employment in Saudi Arabia. The issue of visas 
for Sri Lankans is currently handled by the Saudi consulate in Bombay. [Text] 
[BK120313 Colombo International Service in English 1045 GMT 9 Jan 81) 
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THAILAND 


RED GAUR, MASS LINE PARTY LINK EXAMINED 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 14 Nov 80 p 4 
[Nui Bangkhunthien column: “The Party of the (Red Gaur] Leader* ] 


[Text] There has been widespread criticism about the defections of 
large numbers of MP's to the Mass Line Party of the head of the Red 
Gaurs, Major General Sutsai Hatsadin. 


The Mass Line Party came into existence when the head of the Red Gaurs 
(mot the same person who is the head of the Sieng Hai) retired from 
government service. Even though the newspapers have nicknamed hia the 
“wrinkled breast leader,” he is still strong and fit. He is stil 
engaged in business activities that give him large profits and so he 
must continue to engage in politics. 


The cabinet foresees benefits that can be obtained from him and has, 
therefore, passed a resolution making him the head of the Express 
Transportation Organization of Thailand. 


The Mass Line Party has announced that it will support the government 
of General Prem Tinsulanon but that it will not join the government. 
What this really means is that it will provide support from the 
outside and serve as supporters or buffers. 


Concerning this announcement that it is bound to the government like 
this, if this is considered carefully, it means that the party is 
ready to support the government on all matters large and small. 


Small matters refer to voting with the government in parliament, 
carrying out tasks entrusted to it by the government and creating an 
atmosphere in which the government has the advantage and in which it 
has the political advantage over other parties and is the balance of 
power in parliament. 


Large matters refer to the fact that if the government gets into so 
much political trouble that the coalition parties break away and there 
is no other way out, the Mass Line Party wil! take their place in the 
cabinet ® cooperate with the head of the government in governing 
the country. 
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Sutsai Hatsadin has, therefore, suddenly become a very important 
person in Thailand. With one had, he controls the Red Gaurs and, 
with the other, he controls the Mass Line Party. And if he uses 
these two sources of power to support each other, for example, when 
it comes time for byelections or regular elections, it will be up to 
members of the Red Gaurs party to serve as the mechanism of the 
party system .n the election campaign and in obtaining the votes of 
the people (in the style of the Red Gaurs) and there will be a great 
opportunity for the members of the party to be elected. As for the 
members of this party, they in turn will help the Red Gaurs through 
their influence, with money and through the parliamentary process in 
making laws. 


The problem that many people are becoming aware of is: 


How closely will sutsai Hatsadin follow the plans that have been 
made? Because, sometimes his actions are governed by intelligence 
while at other times they depend on the “stars.” 


Man is born with many natural limitations. The first thing is that 
all people must die. The next th is that the minds of men are 
limited and they have different abilities. Some are very intelligence 
while others are stupid. Many men make good plans but they make 
little progress in implementing then, 


Anything can happen. Uncertainty is the challenge and we will have to 
wait and see whether the “head of the Red Gaurs” is the "head" or 
the “toe.” 
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THAILAND 


PATENT CENTER TO CONTROL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 22 Nov 80 p 3 


[Articles “A Patent Information Center Will Be Established to 
Transfer Modern Technology” | 


[Text ] Mr Chalieo Surasit, the director-general of the Department of 
Science Services, stated that the Department of Science Services has 
seen the importance of the benefits of patent documents in 
transferring technological knowledge that will be used to develop 
the country. Thus, it has established a patent information office 

in order to carry out things in making patent information services 
more widespread. In addition to suggesting patent documents and 
giving advice on how to search for Infesust len needed in patent 
documents by using the various documents and manuals already at the 
center, the center will procure complete patent documents from all 
countries and will even procure [ information] about the activicies 
in patent circles and about new technological advances, or 
developments. 


The director-general of the Department of Science Services stated 
that the Patent Information Center will benefit inventors because 
patent documents are a great source of technical information. They 
furnish more information concerning the details of product elements, 
the making of products, machine production techniques and product 
designs in industrial business circles than do other types of 
documents. Another thing of interest is that patent documents pro- 
vide information that is different from that provided in journals. 
This is because the information, data and ideas appearing in recent 
patent documents are all new. Improvements or new methods that 
result from research studiesare revealed for the first time in the 
documents applying for a patent, that is, before such information 
appe <s in jeowrnals. Thus, the information in the patent documents 
that the Patent Information Center has compiled is useful for 
development in the country’s industrial business circles. 


The director-general of the Department of Science Services also 
stated that there are two types of patents in Thailand: The patent 
on inventions is for 15 years and the patent for product desi is 
for 7 years. As for those products whole patents have not apie ’ 





people in the country can make use of them from the standpoint of 
knowledge only. They cannot use them in trade. As for products whose 
patents have expired, anyone can use them in whatever way they want. 
Thus, it can be said that knowledge of the inventions revealed in 
the patent documents is a public asset, 


Concerning patents thathave not expired, the rights protected are 
protected only the country where the patent was registered; such 
rights are not protected in all countries. Knowledgeable people in 
other countries can use the product for profit in business circles 
and do not have to pay any compensation. He also revealed that,at 
present, approximately 1 million new patents are issued 

each year throughout t!« world, More than 27 million patents have 
been issued by the various patent offices. These patents have been 
divided into approximately 54,000 groups based on the branch of 
technology. 
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THAILAND 


PRESENT CONSTITUTION SEEN AS LIMITING FREEDOM 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 11 Dec 80 p 7 


[Article in ‘Thoughts from the News’ Column by Prachuap: "Problems That Should 
Be Solved Even More Than the Constitution" ] 


[Text] Col Somkhit Srisangkhom, head of the Socialist Party 
[as published] in his capacity as the chairman of the working 
groups that are fighting to amend the constitution so as to 
make it democratic has made an announcement to newsmen con- 
cerning arrangements for Constitution Day, the 10th of this 
month. The purpose of this is to remember the date on which 
Thailand promulgated the kingdom's constitution and to review 
the importance and the usefulness of having a democratic con- 
stitution so that the people may know and understand the prob- 
lem of underdevelopment of Thai democracy and to demonstrate 
the solidarity of all Thai who support amending the consticu- 
tion so that it will have real guarantees of the rights, 
freedoms and interests of the people. 


There are 12 major aspects of the constitution which that group is struggling to 
have amended. These are: 1. To have a provision of equal rights between males 
and females 2. Defendants in criminal cases must receive justice 3. To give 
freedom of speech, writing, publishing and advertizing 4. To provide freedom of 
association 5. To have methods of fair elections 6. To reduce the limitations 
on candidates and those whe have the right to vote 7. To reduce the number [of 
members] and the role of the Senate 8. To separate professional civil servants 
from politics 9. The prime minister is to be elected 10. Martial Law must be 
approved by the [National] Assembly 11. To promote local government and 12. Do 
not let foreign troops violate sovereignty. If we analyze this group's thinking 
concerning amending the constitution to make it democratic, it appears that they 
are thinking along the same lines of people in general. They see that the consti- 
tution currently in force is not yet democratic and does not yet give the people 
the democratic rights of genuine self-government as is the case in other democratic 
countries. If there are differences of opinion, they are probably only on very 
minor details. 


However, because it is specified in the constitution that the constitution may be 
amended by only two groups: one group from the Cabinet or one group from the 
Members of Parliament. For the MPs, there is the condition that not less than 
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one-third of the members must be involved or not less than 101 persons and the 
party to which those members belong must pass a resolution of recommendation. 


In the past the Cabinet has concurred that constitution would be amended in the 
provisional sections dealing with new political parties. This would be done so as 
to bring into force right away the law on political parties. This includes the 
requirement for those who run for office to do so in the name of the political party 
or that when they resign from a party, their status as an MP expires. 


In the National Assembly, there has also been an extraordinary committee established 
to study the amendments to the constitution because they consider that the present 
constitution was written to further the interests of the executive branch more than 
those of the legislative which was elected by the people. This has made it so that 
conduct of political affairs cannot reach the people. This committee has met many 
times and finally it passed a resolution to amend many provisions of the present 
constitution. Specifically, the first issue that everyone sees eye to eye on is 
the need to amend it because it makes the constitution undemocratic [as published]. 
This is the provisional section. For example, it is thought that the Extraordinary 
Commission to Draft Laws should be abolished. They are asking for a general debate 
on individual ministers or the entire Cabinet. This should be done at a joint 
session of both chambers. The sole right of the Cabinet to say whether any given 
draft bill is a matter of national security should be abolished. The National 
Assembly should consider abolishing the exceptions to regulations concerning 
political parties. 


Aside from this there is a resolution to make changes in a great many other matters 
in the section on the rights of the people and in the section on the National 
Assembly. This would involve making the President of the National Assembly the 
President of Parliament, and [would concern] the nationality of parliamentary candi- 
dates. The section on the Cabinet would include reducing the number of ministers 
and one-half of them would have to be MPs. Before taking office the Cabinet would 
have to announce its policies and ask for a vote of confidence from the MPs to 
include having to declare [Cabinet members'] assets and debts to the President of 
the National Assembly in the same way as do MPs. 


The discussion on amending the constitution by this committee has been completed and 
they are only waiting to submit [the results] to the National Assembly once again. 
If the National Assembly approves, the resolution will be submitted as draft con- 
stitutional amendments for consideration by Parliament, or alternatively, because 

at the moment most of the MPs are in support of the government, it may be necessary 
to submit the amendments to the government first in order to avoid problems of 
conflicts and in the hope of gaining cooperation from the Senate by letting the 
Cabinet submit the constitutional amendments in accordance with the resolution 
passed by the National Assechly. 


In the course of discussions on amending the constitution by the Extraordinary 
Committee, suggestions have been received from the general po:.!stion or from 
outsiders. But when the discussion has been completed, it is probable that no 
further amendments to the constitution can be made which are desired by the groups 
struggling to amend the constitution to make it a democratic one. Therefore, the 
only thing left for the latter to do is to urgently summarize their views or the 
aspects they wish to change and submit them to Parliament or to the Cabinet. 
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Thailand has had 13 constitutions since the change from absolute monarchy to 
democracy 48 years ago. It may be said that this is a country where constitutions 
are considered expendable, but the really interesting thing is that there have 
been a profusion of amendments and changes to the constitutions or efforts to make 
twists and turns in various ways aimed at making the national government more 
democratic. Im fact, it appears that Thai democracy has steadily declined and 
ways must be found to amend the constitution again hoping that it will bring full 
democracy to the nation. 


In fact, if we look at the various constitutions promulgated in Thailand, there 
are only two important differences: one group of those who drafted the constitu- 
tions or have had power and influence in putting their imprimatur on the constitu- 
tion believe that Thailand is not yet ready to allow its people the freedom of 
self-government as is generally the case in democratic countries. Thus, it is 
necessary to have a government with absolute power without being under the control 
of the National Assembly. Therefore, the various provisions of the constitution 
are aimed at primarily reinforcing the power of the administration. An example of 
this type of constitution is the 1932 Constitution, the 1968 Constitution and the 
one currently in force. 


Another factor is that those who draft the constitutions believe or understand 
that the reason democracy has failed stems from the fact that the constitutions 
have not been democratic or do not honor and support the importance of rights and 
freedoms of self-government by the people as much as they should have. If a con- 
stitution is written so chat it will be democratic in nature, such as encouraging 
the rights and powers of MPs who are elected by the people directly, it would give 
the nation a chance to have more democracy, because then the people would take an 
interest in and come to play a role in governing the nation themselves without 
leaving it to some individuals or groups who come to determine the nation's fate 
instead of the people as has happened before. 


Examples of this type of constitution are those of 1949 and 1974. Both of these 
constitutions were ripped up and thrown away by groups of individuals whose ideals 
or opinions agreed with the first type of constitution. They viewed subsequent 
constitutions as too democratic for which the people were not yet ready. 


So, concerning the issue of whether the national government can be made democratic, 
I see that the real obstacle does aot at all lie in the constitution because we 
have had various types of constitutions, cne after another. When the time comes 

to draft or write another one, we cannot get awav from the principles already held. 
When we think of taking the time to change the « stitution with an eye toward 
making the national government democratic, I see it as just a waste of time and if 
it makes the people sick of and bored with democracy, it is even a greater danger. 


In my view, I should like to state that the obstacle to democracy in Thailand lies 
more in the election process than in other reasons. 


Because, as long as elections are unable to be the true instrument of the will of 
the majority of people what with the corrupt vote buying or the low voter turnout, 
anc the performance of their responsibilities on the part of the MPs it is diffi- 
cult to feel that it is in conformance with or desired by the majority of the 
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people. So when it comes to writing a constitution democratic to whatever extent, 
a truly democratic system for the nation will not come to pass just as before. 


For these reasons I think that if we want to help each other find ways to solve 
problems concerning honest and fair elections for MPs that will be favored by the 
majority of people, it would be more useful or would provide the opportunity to 
bring democracy to the nation more than just sitting around thinking of ways to 
change this or that constitution. 


CSO: 4207 


89 








THAILAND 


PREM VIEWED AS WEAK BY COLUMNIST 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 15 Nov 60 p 5 


Ta Mo Lo column: “Two Plus Two Bquals Six -- the New Equation In 
Politics’ Given to the Prime “Minister*] 


(Text ] The honey has turned bitter. The people, who once had great 
faith in Prem are beginning to change their minds and they are daily 
voicing loud complaints to the effect that Prem is "worthless." 


Prem is as “weak" as Jimmy Carter, a humanitarian, and he will fall 
just like Jimmy Carter. 


Comparing the situation in which the “young turks" have been disband- 
ed, the situation during the third Kriangsak government was such 
better than that of the present Prem government. 


I do not know whether Prem still sleeps soundly at night or not. 


The people are beginning to shift their attention from the ministers 
to Prime Minister Prem, saying that Prem is too submissive, that he 

is such a “good " that he is weak and that he is so mild that 

he is like a tepid drink that is neither cold nor hot. 


He has given the ministers so much ibility that it is as if 
the prime minister has separated himself from the cabinet. He is 
like a person who takes the credit but does not have to take the 
blame. 





I agree with this! 


The truth is that Prem's present style of administration, in which 
he gives the ministers complete freedom in ementing the policies 
and full responsibility for their positions without interference, 
is completely correct for a person who holds the posit of prime 
and who is in charge of the ministers. 




















Many people used to complain that previous prime ministers “played 


ball alone” and did everything themselves and that everything depend- 
ed on the prime minister. 





There is a great lack of development. 


I would like to repeat once again that Prem's style of doing things 
is correct. 


But concerning what has been callea qood, when used in Thailand, 
things do not work. 


The reason is that our original base is not good. Whenever something 
too good is used, it breaks down, just like an airconditioner does 
when used in a hut in a slum, 


For example, there is Mr Tamchai p Ehanetete. the minister of commerce, 


who ? showing signs of losing his position because of the sugar 
affair. 


Mr Tamchai is a good, ee person but the Ministry of 
Commerce provides a poisonous environment. Some government officials 
who are addicted to Seounbien and profits and who have joined with 
the merchants are like spears prodd Mr Tamchai. 

The merchants, who fight for their own interests so much that they 
forget their obligation to the country, use various tricks to fight, 
using dirty means, both in and outside the game. 

And there are politicians who make things even worse. 


The government officials, merchants and politicians who are attacking 
Mr Tamchai are all like fierce tigers and lions. 


As for Mr Tamchai, he is almost finished. 


Thailand's economy is an unorthodox economy whose system, mechanism 
and everything else is rotten. 


The person who becomes the economic minister must eliminate the "rot." 
And he must also act like a “cockatoo stabbing the tiger.” 





Even if the entire economic team of Mr Boonchu is changed and a new 
team is b a ae it will have to confront the rot and these 
tigers and 1 


If we select a type of tiger to fight the lions, the "fish" tiger 
that eats the meat floating on the water will be even worse. 
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Do not believe the eloquent talk of gifted speakers, 


Similarly, changing the government will create even more problems. 
The country cannot have 4 “honeymoon” government every 6 to 8 months. 


But returniug to Mr Prem, the major question is what he will do 
about this confused situation, 


What has happened shows the good qualities and coolness of Mr Prem. 
It also shows that governing the country iving the ministers 
complete freedom in carrying out their polic and making them 
fully responsible in accord with their positions, which - feel is 
the proper way for the prime minister to govern the country, cannot 
be done successfully in Thailand because the base is rotten and 
doing things this way creates even more problems. 


Do not think that I would be audacious eno —% > to try to teach those 
older than I. I think, in my own way, that governing the country, 
the prime minister (and each of the ministers) should use the theory 
that two plus two equals four and not six. 


That is, “knowledge of what the other is up to" should be counted as 
one and peseenes Se should be counted as one more, that is, a 
personality that can make others afraid, regardless of whether they 
are government officials, merchants or politicians. 


Mr Prem has two assests about him, otherwise he would porpenty not 
have “hit the jackpot” and become prime minister. But has not 
used them. 


The time has come when he must intervene inthe problems that the 
ministers cannot solve and be a real Thai prime minister before 
someone comes and says “it is too late." 
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COLUMNIST CALLS FOR PREM INTERVENTION ON POLICE CORRUPTION 


Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 25 Nov 60 p 4 
(Nui Bangkhunthien column: “Smuggled Ore Influence” ] 


Text] I do not know what orders General Prem Tinsulanon has given 
© the people responsible in the case of police at the deputy 
superintendent level being involved in escorting smuggled ore in 
Nakhon Sithammarat. This matter has become so well known that it 
has caused shock waves in the Ordance Department. 


This seizure of smuggled ore took place more than a month ago. At 
that time, the newspapers did not print sensational stories and when 
no high-ranking person took up the matter, the matter quieted down. 


But then when General Prem travelled to the south and gave specific 
orders to the provincial governor in the presence of others, the 
meiter came to life for the second time. 


My Sanyat Bantadtan, the deputy minister of interior, has expreseed 
Gon mt Ss. 


Since it has been over a month, the police will not be able to 

arrest the people who directed the transportation of the eo 

ce 22 Se Se eas policemen who are known to have 
lived. 


Mr Banyat has confirmed that the evidence that has been examined is 
very clear. 


Everyone feels that if General Prem had not personally gone and 
given orders, the matter would have ended with the arrest of only 
the drivers of the smuggled ore and the workers. 


The influential people, both those in uniform and the "rulers" of 
Nakhon Sithammarat, would have gone free and continued to make 


money illegally. 
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And looking into the matter more deeply, the transportation of 
smuggled ore has been go on for more than a year; it did not 
just start. Why couldn't these people have been arrested sooner? 


Those transporting the led ore passed through many localities. 
Didn't the police and soldiers in these areas have any inkling of 
what was go on? 


I am worried about Mr S Thongsamak, an MP from Nakhon 
Sithammarat. His life is danger. 


my Gonphap lao cpendy Sous te Seubes) fae Satepese of the ssuntey 
and to put a stop to the illegal activities of the influential 
people. He is a good citizen who is worthy of praise but how much 


protection and support do people like Mr Samphan receive from the 
government ? 


Many good people have died like dogs on the streets. 
Many have fled. 


They have been able to kill everyone because they have weapons, 
[men in} uniform, lawyers and much money. 


Has General Prem ever considered the danger to the good citizens? 


Concerning those who are patriotic and who maintain their ideals to 
the point where they are killed by gangsters like this, the 
government must opikh AG ALE GAL de OY 
still alive so that something bes their es remains. That is 
the first ae Soe Sees me SS tee) Cay Tae SS aeeeete ae 
honored. As for the third point, when such people are led because 
of their patriotism, their families must be supported. 


They must not be left to fight empty handed any more. 


I believe that it will be verydifficult to eliminate the influential 
people in each area unless the government of General Prem strikes 
hard at the “influential people in uniform," who are subordinate to 
him, so that things become calm. 





Clapping with a oe Se SO OP See SP ee, Se ee 
Clapping the air make any noise? If the e in the government 

do not cooperate with each other, they will not be able to accomplish 
anything. 


And if the “influential people in uniform’ are really owe » in 
just 1 month Thailand will become peaceful, the people will — 
that 


happily and we will be fully prepared to fight the enemy 
threatening us. 
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EDITORIAL: POLICE CORRUPTION AIDS ORE SMUGGLERS 


Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 22 Nov 80 p 5 
[Bditorial: “Ore Smuggling In the South*"] 


pvene It is well known that the southern region of Thailand is rich 
mineral resources. It can almost be said that every square 
kilometer of this region, and not just on the land but over several 
L— yo . ~ meee of ocean to, is filled with natural resources 

as tin. 


Tin is a resource used to earn foreign currency. Or it can be said 
that it earns a great income for the country that is equal to that 
earned by other types of goods. 


Concerning the people who engage in the smuggled ore trade, we have 
heard that these people are all wealthy and very influential 
merchants who live in the southern provinces. They are supported by 
politicians and government officials in Bangkok it is known that 
local government officials are their accomplices. 


Among the criticisms made, at present, there are reports that from 
the arrest, at the end of last month, of a person who was secretely 
transporting ne ore in the south, a police officer of the rank 
of deputy provinc superintendent was icated too. According to 
the report, several other policemen of various ranks are in collusion 
with the influential merchants. 


We have no doubts about who these influential merchants are because 
it is natural for the merchants who are concerned only with 
profits to use tricks and to violate the laws of the a Sr 
completely destroy the country's public assets without cons ing 
anything else. But the thing thing that shocks us is the "influence" 
they have over the apparatus of the state. Does this refer only to 
the fact that they pay bribes to government officials? 


Even MP‘s trom the south and the command general of the Fourth 
Area, who is responsible for mainta peace in the south, 
t that the ore smugglers who secretely transport ore out of the 

































country have great influence. They have nonchalantly smuggled ore 
out of the country and this has caused the government to lose 
billions of baht each year. It is this that makes us doubt whether 
it is just lower echelor officials in the state apparatus who are 
involved. The word “influence” refers to those at much higher 
levels than deputy provincial police superintendents, 


Do not forget that tin is not some trifling thing that can be 
smuggled out of the country easily. Those who smuggle tin must make 
senge investments. They must use large ships and many accomplices. 
Besides paying bribes to the local officials, they must also have 
the support of very large numbers of e. Certainly, concerning 
such large-scale and audacious acts, istrative-level officials 
in the government cannot deny things or disclaim responsibility. 


We are glad that the prime minister has ordered an investigation 

to find out who is guilty of smuggling ore. It is hoped that this 
will not be a “whitewash” as some people expect. This should be done 
so that we investigate matters and find out for certain who the 
influential people behind the merchants are -- people who are 
continually destroying the country's resources. 


There are many more problems in the south that the government must 
make an effort to solve. Sadly, not only is this because the 
government burearcracy is “twisted,” but there are also many 
—— political intrigues that give rise to various forms of 
nfluence. 


Let us hope that the orders of the prime minister bear results. This 
case will enable us to see whether we will be able to preserve the 
existing resources for future generations or not. 
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FIRINGS INCREASE, UNIONS THREATEN ACTION 
Bangkok SLAM RAT in Thai 15 Dec 80 p 2 


{Text} From the way workers are being fired wholesale, especially now, things 
could reach the boiling point with the three latest cases. Some 15 workers were 
fired from the restaurant of the Royal Hotel on the 28th of last month; 18 were 
fired from the Loris Factory's filling department [phanek banchu]. Before that 
on the 16th, two workers were fired from the Isuzu Corporation. 


These events appear to have reached the boiling point because the workers who were 
fired from all three places were all either labor union presidents, secretaries- 
general or important members in each location who had important roles in bargaining 
with the bosses. 


Several labor leaders, including Phaisan Thawatchainan, chairman of the Employees’ 
Organization Council of the Labor Council of Thailand; Chin Wutinawin of the Dock 
Workers Labor Union of Thailand and Ekachai Ekhankomol of the Capital Water Works 
Labor Union, and including Sawat Lukdot, secretary-general of the Labor Council, 

all evaluated the meaning of the bosses’ action as the bosses’ response to employees 
who become active in seeking their rights to their own voices by establishing labor 
unions and demanding better employment conditions from the employers. 


However, Ekachai and Sanan Boon-ngok of the Operations Section of the KhSMK 
[Bangkok Metropolitan Mass Transit Authority] labor union, two judges working with 
the labor court on the side of the employees, have said that in accordance with 
labor laws, the employer may terminate the employment of workers with the payment 
of mandated severance pay. 


"This point is a big loophole in the labor law because it gives the employers the 
opportunity to legally harrass the employees," stated Chin Wutinawin, another 

judge. He added, “The way to solve this problem right off is to change this awful 
law. Otherwise, the employers will utilize this legal loophole to harrass employees 
without letup." 


Although those actions of the employers are legal, the employees are not going to 
take it lying down. They have begun to respond to the employers with vigorous 
activiem among the workers. 


It began with the Rangsit group in the lead with about 30 labor unions of Rangsit 
area factories. They called meetings of their membership at the end of November 
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and invited representatives from groups of workers who were fired from each of 
the above-mentioned three locations to present the facts. 





There was a joint resolution paseed which called for drafting a letter to the 
employers to have the fired workers return to work. Otherwise, the response would 
be to call a boycott of the goods and services of those concerns. 


Subsequently, on 7 December, the Rangsit group invited another six groups from 
Phrapradaeng, Singtho, the hotels, food and beverage concerns, the Federation of 
Labor Unions and the students from the 19 Institutions to a meeting at the New 
Amarin Hotel and passed a similar resolution. 


The next day, Phaisan Thawatchainan made an announcement at the Labor Union Council. 
This is felt to be his first appearance since the Executive Committee election on 
1 June. 


Phaisan stated that “the reason there have been so many firings is because employers 
are getting support from some individuals in the government." He also said, “The 
fact that the minimum wage has been increased to 54 baht and that the government 
will announce the revocation of the Ministry of Interior order on banning strikes 
and lockouts [has caused] the employers to fire workers to nip the problem in the 
bud.” 


Phaisan also referred to the frightening statistics from the Labor Department which 
reveal that over the last 3 months more than 15,000 workers have been fired and 
the firings continue apace. 


Charoen Siriphan, deputy director-general of the Labor Department admitted that 
over the last few months before the announcement of the increase in the minimum 
wage, employers have been engaging in mass firings of workers and would continue 
to do so until the beginning of next year. 


Phaisan announced that when the employees are unjustly harrassed in this fashion, 

it is time for them to band together to fight. He said that the first stage in 

the workers’ response would be to draft a letter to the government to halt the 
employers’ unjust actions. At the same time a letter would be sent to the employers 
to get them to rehire the fired workers. 


"If the employers do not pay attention to our demands, the next step would be t» 
boycott the goods and services of those concerns along with calling protest demon- 
strations in front of their businesses. If the government does not see fit to 
stop the actions of the employers, we will call mass rallies even to the point of 
calling nation-wide general strikes," Phaisan stated. 


Phaisan then called a meeting of all 89 member unions of the Council on 11 December 
but only about 10 people showed up. So, of all Phaisan's tough measures, the only 
thing left was to present a letter to Deputy Miaister of the Interior Kasem 
Sirisamphan in the evening of the same day. 


Most of the Council's members went to another meeting at the New Amarin Hotel at 
the same time Phaisan had called his meeting. They joined together in a protest 
in front of the Royal Hotel, the Loris Factory and the Isuzu Corporation. 











The Federation of Labor Unions which ia composed of nine state enterprises’ labor 
unions including the Metropolitan Electricity Authority, the Regional Electricity 
Authority, the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand, the Metropolitan Water- 
works Authority, the Port Authority of Thailand, the National Housing Authority, 

the Telephone Organization of Thailand, the Bangkok Metropolitan Transit Authority 
and the National Institute for Scientific and Technological Research, participated 
in another meeting in the evening of the 12th at the Metropolitan Electricity 
Authority's labor union. 


At the meeting there was wide-ranging discussion over these matters. Statistics 
were brought up showing that the employers had met many times and had agreed to 
fire a total of 30,000 workers. 


Furthermore, Ekachai and Chin proposed the view that "These acts by the employers 
are only the beginning of such a trend which is an indicator that the state enter- 
prises will be the next victims because most state enterprises are operating in 
the red and the labor union leaders in the state enterprises will be first on the 
list to be raked over the coals by getting fired from their jobs." 


"There have been examples of this where state enterprises have been in the red such 
as in the case of the Mae Mo Fertilizer Factory, the Nonthaburi Gunny Bag Factory 
which were closed down. Therefore, in the face of this, we should be certain of 
things,” said Ekachai. 


Thus, the conference agreed to really press ahead with this struggle by cooperating 
with the other six groups. 


However, what is significant about this matter is that in the Council, aside from 
Phaisan, the other committee members (except Ekachai and Chin who are in the 
Federation of Labo’ Unions) have not really put their hearts into this matter 

which prompted Ekachai to remark that "What the council is doing at this time is 
what is set down on paper; it is not really working in the interests of the workers." 
On this subject, Phanat Thailuan of the Thai State Railway Labor Union whose group 

is in agreement with the views of Ekachai and holds execu’ «© power in the Council 
at this time said: 


"Regarding this matter, Kasem Sirisamphan has stated that he will take care of 
things. So why are we worried? I don't agree." 


Phaisan also spoke out with discouragement from his disappointment that fewer 
people than he had expected had attended his meeting. He said, "This matter has 
become a struggle for leadership between two groups." 


Therefore, the matter of the workers who were fired from their jobs, aside from 
being a struggle between the employers and employees, it has become a struggle 
between the leaders of two groups which °s what has happened on every previous 
occasion. 
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THAILAND 


FORCED REPATRIATION OF REFUGEES DISCUSSED 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 18 Nov 80 p 2 


| Outside SIAM RAT column by Nincha: “The Refugees Are Being 
Neglected" | 


[Text ] There have been rather saddening reports that the Thai 
government may forcibly repatriate the Khmer refugees living in the 
border camps back to Kampuchea if the International Red Cross and 
UNICEF withdraw the aid in food given to these people, which they may 
do because of the reports that the emergency situationthat arose 
because of the food shortage in the refugee camps has begun to 


improve. 


The reaction of the Thai government has been a natural one and has 
not been at all unusual in that it looks like Thailand is 

the one country that will have to look after the Khmer, Lao and 
piney ry people, which is what was expected to happen from the 
very first. 


Concerning the reasons given by the International Red Cross and 
UNICEF, who say that the food shortage has abated and that they will 
gradually withdraw [their support | and let private organizations, 
which have little support capabilities, take responsibility for the 
situation, it is not certain how or where such data were obtained. 


It may be that both of these large organizations feel that Kampuchea 
can now produce some rice (concerning this, Radio Phnom Penh has 
reported that [Kampuchea] can produce more rice). But there is no 
way that any of this rice will reach the Khmer people living in 
Thailand. Thus, concerning providing these Khmer people with food, 
there is no better way ‘han to "force" them to return to their own 


country again. 


The Heng Samrin government is certainly not "“kindhearted” enough to 
send food to help these Khmer people. Because, isn‘t it better to 
keep it for its own use? Or if it really wanted to send food, vietnam 
would not allow this because the Vietnamese soldiers in Kampuchea 
need this rice too. 
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Thus, the plans of the International Red Cross and UNICEF lack a 
factual basis. That is, it is not possible to claim that the food 
shortage has abated. 


What both of these organizations have done is equivalent to shifting 
the burden to Thailand. 


Such action is considered to be contrary to the original principles 
agreed on. Thailand was to provide land for these people to live on. 
Food was to be the responsibility of kindhearted relief organizations 
that were to come in and provide help. 


If the International Red Cross and UNICEF really do what they have 
Said they will do, it is felt that there will be no other recourse 
but to forcibly repatriate the Khmer refugees. 


I once heard officials of the United States Department of State in 
Washington say that the United States is glad to give total and 
unreserved support for this. Thus, I would like to suggest that the 
Thai government try discussing this with the United States to see if 
it will give aid as it said it would. Concerning this aid, the 
requests should be made through the Volunteers Office on Refugees 
located on Sathorn Road near the American Embassy. Or the request 
can be made through Mr Lionell A. Rosenblatt, the refugee coordinator 
of the American Embassy (he holds the position of First Secretary at 
the embassy). We can then see if the United States really is 
prepared to provide aid to compensate for that lost by the with- 
drawl of the International Red Cross and UNICEF. 


This action should be taken quickly before the administration of 
Ronald Reagan takes over because if this is put off until after 
Reagan takes over, the new government of the United States may change 
its old policy; that is, it may reduce the amount of aid given to 
aid the Indochinese refugees. 


Thus, during this period, there should still be enough time during 
which the Thai government can hold back from “forcibly” 
repatriating the Khmer refugees until it receives a definite 
answer from the United States. 


And at the same time, the Thai government should make at least one 
more attempt to find provisions and money to replace the aid 
withdrawn by the International Red Cross and UNICEF. It should not 
just place the entire burden on the United States. 


Only after our request, or appeal, has received an unsatisfactory 
reply should we decide to “forcibly” repatriate the Khmer refugees. 


After they have been repatriated, regardless of what happens to them, 
we must remember that Thailand did not cause this problem. It was 


Vietnam that caused this problem. 
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Thus, if the Khmer refugees are “forcibly” repatriated, the 
execution of these people is a matter for which Vietnam and the 


government of Heng Samrin must take responsibility. Thailand will 
not bear any responsibility for this. 


Yes! Sometimes a person who is too kindhearted and who takes too 
much responsibility will be taken advantage of by bad people. 


11943 
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THAILAND 


COAL DISCOVERIES REPORTED IN NORTH 





Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 15 Nov 80 p 3 


(Article: “The Heat Value Is Similar to That of Lignite: Coal of 
Great Value Has Been Discovered In Several Northern Provinces" | 


[Text ] Mr Prawit Ruyaphon, the secret ry-general of the National 
Energy Administration, haa revealed that coal deposits have been 
discovered in several more places in the northern p'°. » 9s. The 
deposit in Haeng Village in Ngao District, Lambang ‘ovinve, has 
approximately 23 million tons of known coal reserve. The coal has 
a heat value similar to that of the lignite deposits .. Mae Moh. 
Another deposit, also in Lampang Province, is the deposit at Chae 
Khon in Chaeng Hom District. This is thought to be a large deposit 
and it is thought to be the most suitable one of the deposits just 
surveyed. Based on the results of the survey drilling, it has been 
found that there are at least 35 million tons of coal reserves, the 
heat value of which is similar to that of the lignite at Mae Moh. 


The secretary-general of the National —~» ¢— yr — also 
stated that coal deposits have been found several places in 
outlying districts in Chiang Mai Province such as in Hot, Sanpatong, 
Mae Chaem, Amkoi and Samoeng districts. The total amount cf coal 
reserves found here exceeds 10 million tons. The interesting thing 
about the coal in Chiang Mai Province is that it has different 
characteristics from the coal in Lampang Province. It is of higher 
quality and it contains very little sulfur. In addition to the 
deposits already mentioned, from the s conducted by the 
National Energy Administration, mass deposits of coal have been 
found in several provinces such as Lampang, Phaya, Tak and Nan. The 
coal layers vary in thickness from 1.5 to 8 meters. The total coal 
reserves exceed 12 million tons. Concerning the various deposits 
where coal has been found, the National Ene Administration has 
made plans to develop them and use [the coal] in the energy field. 


The secretary-general of the National Energy Administration stated 
thet, at present, survey drilling continues to be carried on in 
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order to find more coal deposits in the northein provinces. The work 
is being carried on jointly with the Department of Mineral Resources 
since geological surveys have shown that the northern provinces 


etill have at least 15 more coal deposits scattered throughout the 
various provinces. 
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THAILAND 


MORE GAS WELLS FOUND, PROSPECTS DISCUSSED 
Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 25 Nov 80 pp 3, 12 
[Article: “Two More Large Gas Wells Have Been Found") 


(Text ] Mr Thongchat Hongladarom, the head of the Petroleum Authority 
of Thailand, stated that two more natural gas wells have been found 
in the Gulf of Thailand in the Satun Area, where there are large 
quantities of gas. To date, 34 natural gas and liquid natural gas 
wells have been found in the Gulf of Thailand and another area in 
the Gulf of Thailand has been found where it is believed that there 
are more than 10 more gas wells that can be developed and used. As 
for the natural gas ls in the Gulf of Thailand that have already 
been discovered, they can be developed and used at 
Thus, it can be said that developing the natural qe 
that will 
point 





found in the Guif of Thailand is a pro 
economic benefits for the country. 


ject 
The head of the Petroleum Authority of Thailand 
will be possible to put the natural to han 
stipulated because the laying of the sea and land gas pipelines 
will be completed around next June. Thus, it is certain that natural 
gas will ge into production on schedule ay September 1982. 
Because the construction of the gas pipel will be completed 
ahead of schedule, it will be possible to put gas into production 
ahead of schedule too and the construction of the gas turbine power 
plant will be completed at the beginning of next year in accord with 
the first phase project. This will make it possible to use the time 
between June and September to fully inspect the production of gas, 
the transporting of gas by pipeline and the use of the gas by the 
power plant. If there are 2. es or obstacles, it will be 
possible to solve them immediately. The inspections mentioned above 
mean that it will be possible to put the natural gas into use ahead 
of schedule. 


The head of the Petroleum wg ae AY Thailand also pointed out that 
during the first year, 1980, 200 lion cubic feet of gas will be 
used each day. In the next several years, the amount used will be 





















increased to 250 million cubic feet per day and in the next 3 to 4 
years, the amount of gas produced and consumed will reach 450 to 500 
million cubic feet per day. In 5 to 6 years, 750 million cubic feet 
of gas will be pootuaas and consumed each day. During this period, 
there will be widespread use of gas. it will be used to produce 
electricity, it will be used in the home and for vehicles and it will 
be used as a fuel oj] and as a raw material in industry. 
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‘THAILAND 


EDITORIAL: CABINET FORCED TO DECIDE ON OIL PRICE HIKE 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 20 Nov 80 p 5 
[Bditorial: “Fuel 011") 


(Text ] During an interview, Mr Wisit Tansatcha, the deputy minister 
of commerce,who just returned from an official trip concern- 
ing fuel oil, stated that the market price of (crude) oil will 
increase after the new year. The price will increase from $30 a 
ballel to $40 a barrel. 


This increase in the price of (crude) oil will certainly affect the 
entire world and all countries will experience serious economic 
problems. Concerning Thailand in particular, which must purchase 
oil from various countries, it too will be affected. But how great 
the effect is depends on the capabilities of the people who govern 
the country, that is, the cabinet. 


At present, it is recognized that the government has slowed down the 
rise in fuel oil prices to keep the people from being affected or 
troubled by the price of oil. The government has done this by paying 
part of the cost instead of the people who use the oil. Thus, the 
price of fuel oi] in Thailand has remained unchanged. 


But concern the fact that the government is paying part of the 
cost of the o11, when the price of foreign oil reases again next 
year, will the government continue to slow oil prices using the same 
methods as before? 


We do not feel that this will be ible. How much money 
government have that it will be willing to use 
their original levels? And the important point 
is budgeted money that the government must use 
develop the country that are more important 
to keep 011 prices the same. 


We believe that it is true that,after oil prices 
market increase next year, it will not be possible to keep the price 
of fuel oi1 in Thailand at the same level as it is today. In saying 
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this, we mean that the government will have to announce a new price 
for fuel oil. That is, the price will rise from its present level. 


And it is certain that after the price of oil has increased, the 
price of other goods vill rise in accord with the price of oil. 


When the government can no longer avoid this problem, we feel that 
there is only one th to do. The government must ask understanding 
from the people, especially from those who use oil, That is, the 
government must ask the people to be understanding about the need 
to set new prices that are higher than before, 


Concerning asking the people to be understanding, we think that, at 
present, the government should start tak steps now. That is, it 
should show reasons for this so that the e understand why 
it is necessary for the government to increase oil prices. At the 
same time, it should look for ways to guard against and solve other 
GOESeeED such as the problem of various goods increasing in price 
n accord with the price of oil. 


We believe that if the government begins to tell things to the 
people so they understand what is happening in this matter and so 
that they can prepare themselves mentally and physically to accept 
the oil price situation, which Thailand cannot avoid at ent, 
when the time arrives in the aenthe, the perete oli 
understand and sympathize with the government. This is better than 
a sudden announcement that oil prices are increasing. 


We ask that action be taken today. 
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THAILAND 


NEW HYDROELECTRIC PROJECTS PROPOSED FOR SOUTH 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 15 Nov 80 p 3 


Lpotcetes “Construction on the Chieo Lan Dam Will Begin In 1981, 
—~ Will Help [Generate] Blectricity and Aid Agriculture In the 
South" 


Text ] Mr Kasem Chatikawanit, the head of the Blectricity Generating 
uthority of Thailand, has revealed that construction on a new dam 
in a southern province will begin next year. This is the Chieo Lan 
Dam in Surat Thani Province. Besides benefiting the duction of 
electricity, this will also benefit irrigation, fish and 
tourism. Constructionon this project will be completed in 1986. 


The head of the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand stated 
that, concerning the Chieo Lan Dam ject, a dam and reservoir will 
be built in the area of Chieo Lan Village in Khao Phang Commune, Ban 
Takhun District, Surat Thani Province. As for the large dam, it will 
be 90 meters in height and 680 meters in length and there will be 
three retaining walls. The dam reservoir will have a capacity of 

5.6 billion cubic meters [of water]. It will have an area of 105 
square kilometers. The Chieo Lan Dam will be installed with three 
power generators, each hav a capacity of 80,000 kilowatts for a 
total power generating capacity of 240, kilowatts. 


The head of the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand also 
pointed out that when construction on the Chieo Lan Dam is 

leted, [the dam] will benefit approximately 91,825 rai of 
agricultural, or irrigated, land. 
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THAILAND 


GAS SBPARATION PLANT--The head of the Petroleum Authority of Thailand 
has disclosed that a natural gas separation plant will be built in 
order to produce cooking gas and use it as fuel oil for vehicles. Mr 
Thongchat Hongladarom, the head of the Petroleum Authority of 
Thailand,has disclosed that after construction of the sea and land 
pipes for transporting natural gas has been completed and natural 
gas has been sent from the Gulf of Thailand for use as a fuel oil in 
generating electricity at the gas turbine power plant at Bang 
Prakong, the next task of the Petroleum Authority of Thailand is to 
build a natural gas separation plant in order to produce cooking gas 
for use in the homes of the people in general. Because, normally, 
raw natural gas contains several types of gas mixed together. The 
type of gas suitable for home use, that is, cooking gas, must be 
separated out. It is expected that this natural gas separation plant 
will be completed within 2 years from now. The head of the Petroleum 
Authority of Thailand also disclosed that, concerning the separation 
of cooking gas, besides the fact that it can be used for cooking, it 
can also be used as a fuel for vehicles in place of gasoline. [Text ] 
[ Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Nov 80 pp 1, 4] 11943 





NEW FORCE PARTY LEADER--Mr Suthep Wongkamhaeng, an MP from Nakhon 
Ratchasima, in his capacity as spokesman for the New Force Party, 
denied the reports that General Kriangsak Chamanan, the former prime 
minister, will become the leader of the New Force Party. He said that 
this is not true and that, to date, the New Force Party has not been 
approached by General Kriangsak, who is still not a member of an 
party. The spokesman for the New Force Party stated that, accord 

to the party's constitution, the person who becomes the leader of the 
party must first be a member of the party and he must also receive 
the approval of the party at a conference. However, if General | 
Kriangsak becomes the leader of the party after first fulfilling the 
conditions mentioned above, there should not be any problems. Ke 
stated that theNew Force Party once supported Geperal Kriangsak in 
his bid for election as an MP from Nakhon Rat ima in order to show 


intentions in a democratic manner. The spokesman for the New 
oe Party also revealed that the party will hold a meeting around 
the beginning of next year to choose a leader of the central 
committee and an executive committee. This ig because the meeting 
originally scheduled for 11 October was cancelled because of the 
floods. [Text } [Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 20 Nov 80 p 16] 11943 
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NEW BRANCH DISTRICT--On the afternoon of 12 November, Mr Pratuang 
Kiratibutra, the minister of interior, signed his namedividing off an 
area of Wang Saphung District in Loei Province to form Phu Luang 
Subdistrict. This was done because the district was very large and 
the area was located far from the district seat. Also, officials 
could not look after things everywhere. For the benefits gained in 
administering things and making things convenient for the people, 
the powers given by the Local Administration Act of 1932 were used to 
separate an area from Wang Saphung District to form Phu Luang 
Subdistrict, which is composed of two communes, Phu Ho Commune and 
Nong Dan Commune, that are under the administrative jurisdiction of 


Ww . Seghene District. [Text] [Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 16 Nov 80 
P 





ALCOHOL PLANT FUNDING--A private Japanese company has proposeg giving 
Thailand 120 million baht in unencumbered aid in order to build a 
plant in Khon Kaen Province to produce alcohol for fuel. Mr Thanu 
Wicharangsan, the secretary-general of the Commission for the 
Production of Alcohol from Agricultural Materials, has revealed that 
a private Japanese company, the Nicho Iwai Company, has proposed 
giving the Thai government 120 million baht in unencumbered aid to 
build a plant to produce alcohol from agricultural materials in Khon 
Kaen Province. This is to be carried out through the Industrial 
Finance Corporation of Thailand. Mr Thanu stated that the alcohol 
production plant will be built in Khon Kaen and that it will have a 
capacity of 10,000 liters per Se. It will be possible to use the 
materials in production from various types of crops, including 
sugarcane and cassava. [Text] [Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 22 Nov 80 
pp 1, 12] 11943 


OIL CONSUMPTION PLANS--In the next 8 years, Thailand will have to 
reduce its consumption of oil as a [source of] energy to only 45 
percent of the total amount of energy consumed. Mr Phayap Phayomyong, 
the head of the economic analysis section of the Office of the 
National Economic and Social Development Board, has revealed that, 
based on the targets of the National Energy Administration for 
reducing the percentage of oil used as energy, by 1988, Thailand must 
reduce the consumption of oil as energy to only 45 percent of ‘the 
total amount of energy used. The present rate of consumption is 80 
percent. Mr Phayap stated that because Thailand must now rely almost 
entirely on oil as a source of energy, Thailand's economy has been 
seriously affected each time the OPEC countries have raised the price 
of oil. Reducing the rate of consumption as mentioned above will also 
have the effect of reducing these effects [on the economy]. The head 
of the economic analysis section also stated that the alternate 
sources of energy that will be used in Thailand include natural gas, 
lignite and water power. At present, such sources are being used [to 
produce] less than 20 percent of the total amount of electrical 
feree generated. Text) ({ Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 22 Nov 80 pp 1, 12] 
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SELF-DBFENSE VILLAGES--In 1980, the Ministry of Interior increased 
the number of People's Volunteers for Development and Self-Defense 
villages by a total of 800 villages. A report from the Ministry of 
Interior stated that, the Ministry of Interior began to establish 
People's Volunteers for Development and Self-Defense villages in 
1979,and in 1980 the Ministry of Interior has held many training 
sessions and seminars for People's Volunteers for Development and 
Self-Defense. And in 1980 alone, it has established a total of 800 
such villages in 38 provinces in areas infiltrated by terrorists. The 
establishment of People's Volunteers for Development and Self-Defense 
villages has political and economic goals and is aimed at making the 
people in the areas capable of defend themselves. [Text] [ Bangkok 
SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Nov 80 pp 1, 12] 11943 


PASSPORT SCHEME--The Bank of “hailand has seized at least 25 passports belonging 
to Thais during the first 6 months of this year after it had discovered that some 
people were in possession of several passports each hoping to take funds out of 

the country. News repoits from the Bank of Thailand disclosed that the exchange 
control which is responsible for buying, selling and exchanging currency has from 
January to the present discovered that many persons coming in to purchase non-Thai 
currency to take with them overseas for expenses along the way have in their 
possession more than one passport. They use these passports in successive rotation 
to present when making arrangements to take more foreign currency out of the country 
than the regulations permit. The Bank of Thailand has reported this to the Foreign 
Ministry and has received an admission from the Foreign Ministry that there may 
have been some slip-ups in control. From January to June, the Bank of Thailar” 
had seized 25 of these passports. [Text] [Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 11 Dec 80 p 3] 


COMMANDER SUPPORTS ECONOMIC POLICIES--Gen Pin Thammasri, deputy RTA commander gave 
his views concerning the nation's economic problems. He said that price increases 
are a world-wide occurrence and that it is necessary to face reality. It is neces- 
sary to acknowledge that the oil prices which will rise soon will cause further 
problems. He said that personally, he «grees with Deputy Prime Minister Boonchu 
Rojanasathien's economic ideas, in particular the initial plans to bring natural 
gas from the Gulf of Thailand on stream. However, Gen Pin stated that with the 
problems that have arisen, it is only natural that there must be demonstrations 

in terms of meetings or debates. But he believes that whatever may happen, there 
is no cause for concern or panic and he believes that things will be done rationally 
and that the government is ready to listen. Gen Pin made the observation that it 
is easy to criticize but that he sees no one offering any solutions or doing any- 
thing. [Text] [Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 15 Dec 80 pp 1, 12) 
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